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NEWSLETTER   APRIL 2018 

 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 27 April) 
 
Tonight’s meeting will begin at 7:15pm with our Annual General Meeting. 
 
This is your opportunity to express any comments (or complaints) on the way that the 
group is run and to make any suggestions. Please make use of it. 
 
Following the AGM our speaker is Jeff Clarke with a talk entitled “How to build a 
Naturalist”. Jeff has been a frequent visitor to the Guild in recent years and is a popular 
speaker on a wide range of subjects related to the natural environment. All his talks are 
liberally sprinkled with humour and anecdotes that guarantees a memorable night for 
the audience. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Jeff for what I am sure will be a very entertaining evening. 
 
 
COACH TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is this weekend on Sunday 29th of April to Rutland Water, departing 
from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
This internationally famous nature reserve is managed by the Leicestershire & Rutland 
Wildlife Trust in partnership with Anglian Water and provides one of the most important 
wildfowl sanctuaries in Great Britain, regularly holding in excess of 25,000 waterfowl. 
It is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, designated as a European Special Protection 
Area and internationally recognised as a globally important wetland RAMSAR site. 
 
The reserve occupies shore line and shallow water lagoons along 9 miles of the western 
end of Rutland Water and covers a total area of 1000 acres. It was created in the 1970s 
with the construction of the reservoir. There are over 30 bird watching hides and nature 
trails from two visitor centres with experts to help you with identification. 
 
The Reserve is also home to the successful Rutland Osprey Project which in 2001 
celebrated the first Osprey chick to fledge in Central England for 150 years. Currently 
several pairs of Ospreys breed in and around Rutland Water and are regularly seen 
fishing over the reservoir from April – September. 
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The Anglian Water Birdwatching Centre at Egleton offers exciting environmental 
displays, viewing gallery, excellent schools service, Wildlife Trust shop and In Focus 
optical shop. At the Lyndon Visitor Centre there is a fascinating Weather and Wildlife 
exhibition as well as a Wildlife Trust shop. 
 
There is a £4 group admission charge for the reserve. Please retain your ticket during 
the day as you will need it when visiting the various parts of the reserve. 
 
Our final coach trip of the season is on Sunday 13th May to Bempton RSPB reserve 
and Flamborough Head, departing from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
Over 200,000 seabirds come to the cliffs at Bempton to breed. There are gannets, 
guillemots, razorbills, puffins, kittiwakes and fulmars. Peregrines are often present and 
occasionally short-eared owl on the farmland behind. Typical farmland birds such as 
skylark, corn bunting and partridge can often be seen here as well. At Flamborough the 
cliffs are less pronounced but the farmland/woodland area is better. Toilets and café 
facilities are available at both sites. RSPB members should bring their cards. 
 
Book your seat for both trips at the desk. 
 
 
FIELD TRIP TO MIDDLETON LAKES MARCH 25th 2018 
 
Thirty-three WGBG members remembered to put their clocks forward to leave at 
7.30am to travel to Middleton Lakes, near Tamworth. It was a cloudy morning with 
patchy heavy mist. 
 
Two Pied Wagtails and a Black Headed Gull were spotted at the M6 services. Leaving 
the car park, we were delighted to see a Roe Deer, but clearly frightened by the traffic. 
 
Middleton Lakes RSPB reserve is a 160 hectares nature reserve formally opened in 
2011. The area has wetlands, meadows, and woodlands in the heart of the river Tame 
valley. On arrival, the sun had burnt off the mists and the rest of the day remained warm 
and sunny, a good start to British Summer time. 
 

A Buzzard soared overhead as we 
made our way to the feeders. Here 
we watched Coal Tit, Blue Tit, 
Nuthatch, Great Tit, Long-tailed Tit, 
Goldfinch and Reed Bunting 
enjoying the seed feeders, while a 
Mallard and two rats picked at the 
fallen husks.  Grey Herons making 
their huge nests were seen high in 
the trees in the distance and some 
flew overhead. Suddenly to our 
surprise a Woodcock flew over, 
then two Cormorants and a flock of 
Redwings. 

  
Walking along the Woodland trail sharp eyes spotted the Greater Spotted Woodpecker 
high up in a tree, then Stock Dove.  Song Thrush was heard then seen later, a 
Chiffchaff also heard, then seen later in the day. Soon a raucous kaah, kaah was heard 
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, the Rooks busy building their untidy nests into a Rookery. A flurry of panicked Rooks 
flew up, a Sparrowhawk spooked them. 
 
Moving on to The Wetland Trail,  Pheasant, 
Wood Pigeon, Magpie, male and female 
Chaffinch, Canada Geese and Carrion 
Crows along with two Jackdaws were noted, 
as well as Greylag Geese.  On the Jubilee 
ponds north and south  were a large number 
of Teal, the smallest common European 
duck, Wigeon,  Shoveler, a pair of Great 
Crested Grebe displaying beautifully with the 
sun shining on their head ruff. Nesting on the 
island were many Black-headed Gulls, noisy as usual. Also on the ponds were Tufted 
duck, Shelduck, Mute Swans, Coot and Moorhen.   A sure sign Spring/ Summer had 
arrived Cetti’s Warbler was heard, and later seen perching then dropping down into the 
shrubbery. 
 

Further along, Black-tailed Godwit probing in the mud were 
identified with difficulty then the Green-winged Teal, a sub 
species from North America. This little duck fast asleep had 
attracted many birders along to see it. The handsome Avocet 
was present here too, some resting, others sweeping their 
bills to detect shrimps or worms.  A single Lapwing dropped 
down to feed in the mud. 
 
At lunchtime overlooking the Dosthill reserve we heard Cetti’s 
Warbler, a Robin came searching for fallen crumbs and a 
beautiful Brimstone butterfly fluttered past.  
Further on we were pleased to spot a male Goldeneye with 
his pied plumage and white head patch. Finally arriving at 

The Lookout we were rewarded to see the elusive and well camouflaged Snipe and two 
Little Egrets alongside more ducks and waders.  A Buzzard soared on the thermals. 
 
Wandering back along the Woodland trial a 
very tame Pheasant showed off his plumage. 
Dunnock, Blackbird, Wren, Goldcrest and 
Song Thrush were spotted to finish off a 
rewarding day. 
   
Other sightings by members – Greenfinch, 
House Sparrow, Fieldfare, Treecreeper, Green 
Woodpecker, Herring Gull,  Lesser Black-
backed Gull, Curlew, Dunlin, Gadwall, 
Redshank, Oystercatcher, Goosander, Red 
Kite, and Ringed Plover.  A Kingfisher was also seen flying fast and low over the water.  
A very satisfying field trip total of 67 species. 
 
Some thirsty members retired later in the afternoon for refreshments at Middleton Hall, a 
grade II listed building. The Courtyard offers a café, shops, crafts and antiques. 
 
Photos by Robert D 

JENNY I
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BIRDING ON TENERIFE - JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2018 
 
Some basic facts. Tenerife is the largest of the Spanish Canary islands, lying some 180 
miles to the west of Morocco just above the tropics. It is dominated by Mount Teide. At 
over 12,000 feet this quiescent volcano is the highest mountain in Spain. It is often 
covered with snow during the winter months. Such weather does not affect the coastal 
regions of course. So the island is reportedly one of the most popular tourist 
destinations in the world, despite the generally black sand beaches (apart from those 
covered with sand imported from the Sahara). 

 
Here is my latest 
atmospheric photo of Teide, 
taken from the coastal path 
on the western coast near 
Alcala. The palm trees in 
this image are being blown 
sideways. The weather this 
year was unseasonably 
windy and rainy on the coast 
(deep snow on Teide), such 
that flights on some days 
had to be diverted to land 
on La Palma island nearby. 
This did not make for good 
birding of course! 
 
 

Up in the Teide national park, in my hunt for the haunts of the Blue Chaffinch, Pipits, 
Ravens and Woodpeckers, you can get much closer to the volcano, surrounded by the 
forests of endemic Canary pine trees. On most days you can even ascend near to the 
top by cable car for stunning views – provided you don’t have any breathing issues. 
 

 
As in previous years, I was there particularly to visit the Chio picnic site in the pine 
forest. Here you are almost guaranteed to see the local endemics of this habitat. They 
eat the crumbs left by the tourists under the picnic tables. Sure enough this year I saw 
Ravens (there are no crows on Tenerife), Blue Chaffinches and Berthelot’s Pipits. Here 
is my best photo of the endemic Chaffinch (above left). 
And also here is the Macronesian endemic, Berthelot’s Pipit, (above right) named after 
the French consul in the late nineteenth century. They are a much daintier bird than 
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their cousins elsewhere and boldly scuttle around busily on bare terrain, even in car 
parks. 
 
Down by the western coast itself, the scenery is also spectacular - rugged black basalt 
rocks against a backdrop of Las Gigantes, sheer cliffs over 500 feet high which are the 
preferred nesting sites of the Barbary Falcon 
and the occasional Osprey. 
 
Whilst we saw neither of these raptors, we saw 
plenty of Kestrels and occasional Common 
Buzzards. 
 
Although I have still not as yet managed to see 
the Barbary Falcon, the rocky coast proved a 
magnet for migrant waders. Here is a close up 
of one of a number of Whimbrels, far from their 
breeding grounds in the Arctic. Such good 
camouflage! 
 
And here is a solitary Muscovy Duck (below left), strangely poised on a rock by the 
stormy sea, when in previous years we have seen them on golf courses and other 
ponds. This New World species is not of course native but appears to have become 
established on the island. 

 
This year we also saw Turnstones, Ringed Plovers and a Golden Plover on the coast, 
plus 3 Black-tailed Godwits and a pair of Little Ringed Plovers on a small pond in waste 
ground near Las Galetas. Above right is an image of one of the Ringed Plovers 
(probably a juvenile) on the coast at Las Galetas, just outside our favourite restaurant 
there. 
 
Overhead from our hotel balcony, periodically a small group of Rose-ringed Parakeets 
would screech past. Along the coast, at the Ten-Bell dilapidated development near Las 
Galetas, these parakeets, along with Monk Parakeets, have built enormous shared 
apartment nests in the tall trees on the main square. I wouldn’t think the human 
residents appreciate the regular noise. Attractive birds all the same - with a bright red 
bill, a rose coloured necklace, a lovely green plumage, very long tail, and a yellow 
undertail. 
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Our hotel in Las Arenas proved an excellent 
spot for photographing Collared Doves and 
Spanish Sparrows. These male sparrows are 
so much smarter, with their spotted 
waistcoats, than our House Sparrows. Here 
is a pair waiting to catch crumbs from the 
diners in the hotel restaurant. The dowdy 
female is much the same as a female House 
Sparrow. 
 
Just outside our hotel was a small tree lined 
square. Full of insects and some with berries, 
the trees attracted Blackbirds and many 
warblers – particularly Chiffchaffs, Sardinian Warblers and Blackcaps. In particular a 
male Blackcap had a favourite perch in a palm tree, from whence it would blast forth its 
beautiful song. It could be heard half a mile away.  
 
 
Also posing in the square for a good photo 
was this Macronesian endemic, the Atlantic 
Canary – in full rich yellow breeding plumage. 
The basis of the caged canary, this pretty 
finch is a common bird throughout the island. 
Our trip to the local golf course and associated 
housing development at Abama produced, as 
usual, some excellent birds. A Grey Heron 
plucked a fish from one of the course ponds, 
Grey Wagtails patrolled the fairways near the 
ponds, Coots and Yellow legged Gulls splash-
bathed in the fresh water of the reservoir, and 
a Kestrel flew low over the course before settling on a nearby electricity post. 
 
But we were really looking again for the smart Barbary Partridge, spotted a few years 
ago on this site – see below left. Alas, no sign of the birds this year. 
 

 
 
But the disappointment was more than allayed by the appearance of a pair of Hoopoes 
foraging on one of the fairways and by this beautiful Southern Grey Shrike (above right) 
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perched initially on an iron railing. Then, seemingly unconcerned by our presence, it 
flew to this tree close to our car. The so-called “butcher bird” takes insects and small 
birds. As is known, it sometimes pins its prey on sharp vegetation as a sort of larder. 
Note in particular the hooked tip to its bill. Apparently rare in Tenerife and a lifer for me, 
this was a highlight of our birding on Tenerife this year. 
 
Our final birding trip, to the Erjos pools near Masca, was disappointing as the water 
levels had shrunk alarmingly. A pair of Common Buzzards circled overhead and flocks 
of Canaries flew about the bushes. Only a few Coots could be seen on the open water. 
But at least one of my favourite birds, the Grey Wagtail, pottered about on the water’s 
edge. 
 

Notable too was an 8 strong group of 
Canarian Chiffchaffs on a flooded field, 
flitting from stalk to stalk and seemingly 
picking off seeds fallen on to the surface of 
the water. Although abundant on the 
island, never have I seen so many close 
together in one place. Now with its own 
Latin name, the species is slightly different 
from our Chiffchaffs - with a longer bill, 
longer supercilium, longer legs, and 
generally darker plumage. 
 
 

 
 
As a final image I remind myself that every 
year we see a few huge Monarch butterflies, 
floating about in flowering gardens and 
drinking the nectar. This year was no 
exception. Apparently, unlike their cousins in 
North America, the population here is non-
migratory. I read that it is a successful 
butterfly on the island mainly, as elsewhere, 
because its caterpillars feed only on toxic 
Milkweed, a New World flowering plant but 
cultivated by islanders in their gardens. 
Thereby of course it makes itself toxic to 
predators. 
 
For more photos and commentary on this trip please visit Peter’s Page on the Group 
website at http://wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page 
 

PETER M 
 

 

http://wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page
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CHESHIRE AND WIRRAL BIRD REPORT 2015 

 
We’re delighted to say that the annual Bird Report for 
2015 is now available – with many people working 
together to finally get it printed.  This year’s eye-
catching colour front cover is a stunning second-

calendar-year Laughing Gull, which attracted many 
admirers to New Brighton Marine Lake, often giving 
‘crippling’ views. 
 

There are 152 pages of text with, as usual, the colour 
map of the county as the centre spread of the Bird 
Report.  A total of 20 colour photographs, which best 
capture some of the highlights of the year, are 
spread over seven full pages. 
 

The Bird Report is full of interesting articles: 

 The first article tells the story of a Western Sandpiper 
discovered back in 2012.  It attracted a steady stream of visiting birders, often showing well, 
over its 6-day stay.  However, the identification prompted much discussion both locally and 
nationally such that it took four years and as many circulations for BBRC to agree it was the 
species claimed.  This was the first ever for Cheshire and Wirral and only the 9th for the UK. 

 Another article describes one observer finding tens of thousands of Common Scoters, all 
feeding just offshore from the low-water mark off Hoylake.  After many weeks traipsing 
across the mud, the reward was discovering the first Surf Scoter for Cheshire and Wirral. 

 Again on the Wirral, visiting birders upstaged the locals after finding the 1st-winter 
(second calendar-year) Laughing Gull on New Brighton Marine Lake on 2nd February.  
Fortunately for everyone, it hung around until 20th April; even visiting the Merseyside side of 
the Mersey estuary.  The author of the article generously said “….anyone can be in the right 
place at the right moment and discover an exciting vagrant!” 

 2015 was a good year for Cetti’s Warblers, with reports of birds seen and/or heard coming 
from more than 20 sites.  This secretive species is usually difficult to see, but one observer at 
Sandbach Flashes managed to hear, then finally see, a Cetti’s Warbler on a foggy day in 
October – the first for the flashes. 

All the ‘regulars’ are there: ‘Weather and Bird Review of the Year’; the full ‘Systematic 
List of Birds Recorded in Cheshire and Wirral during 2015’, including ‘Category E 
Species’; ‘Early and Late Dates for Migrants’; ‘Ringing Report’; ‘BBRC and County 
Rarities Decisions’; ‘Chairman’s Review’; and finally, advice on the Cheshire and Wirral 
Gazetteer, and the ‘Submission of Records’, including rarities. 
 

Last, but not least, we have again included a ‘Species Index’ at the back to help you 
quickly look up your favourite species. 
 

The Bird Report is free to Cheshire and Wirral Ornithological Society members (ordinary 
membership costs £12), otherwise it costs £8 + £2 p&p and copies are available from: 
 

David Cogger, 71 Parkgate, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 8HF 
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Tel: 01565 228503   Email: davidcogger@cawos.org 
SUMMER CAR TRIPS 
 
The Committee proposes to run 2 local car trips over the summer. 
 
Goyt Valley, Wednesday 16th May 
 
The woodland around Errwood reservoir and the upper Goyt Valley attracts numbers of 
summer migrants such as pied flycatcher, redstart, common sandpiper, tree pipit, and 
cuckoo. The uplands at Danebower hold ring ouzel, wheatear, meadow pipit, dipper, red 
grouse, short-eared owl and hobby. All have been seen on our trips here in recent 
years. 
 
Meet at the Guild at 7am or at “The Street” car park at Errwood reservoir dam (map ref 
SK 013 757) at 7.30am. 
 
Woolston Eyes, Thursday 7th June 
 
The four beds at Woolston Deposit Grounds SSSI, are managed as a nature reserve by 
the Woolston Eyes Conservation Group in agreement with the Manchester Ship Canal 
Company. Parts of the site are still in use to accommodate dredging from the 
Manchester Ship Canal. 
 
The reserve is perhaps best known for its breeding population of Black-necked Grebes. 
A variety of wildfowl can also be found here while warblers and other small birds are 
attracted to the scrub areas. Bird ringing takes place here from April to October each 
year. 
 
Meet at the Guild at 8am or at Woolston Eyes (Thelwall Lane entrance) at 9am. 
 
Directions:  leave the M6 at junction 20 and follow the A50 towards Warrington, cross 
the ship canal swing bridge on the Knutsford Road (A50), take the right hand lane 
through Latchford and cross Kingsway South into Thelwall Lane.  

 
The approach to the reserve goes between factories on the left and the Locks on the 
right. Park by the first barrier (parking here can be difficult). Key holders can negotiate 
two locked barriers to reach the car park by No.3 bed and the footbridge.  
 
If your car has sat nav then keying in the postcode WA4 1PD and following the 
instructions should get you near to the first barrier referred to above. 
 
You can obtain a map of the reserve and entrances at the following web address…  
 
https://www.woolstoneyes.com/workspace/uploads/wooslton-eyes-reserve-map-and-ac-
51fa9de80c94a.pdf 
 
There will be an entry fee of £2 per person. 
 

mailto:davidcogger@cawos.org
https://www.woolstoneyes.com/workspace/uploads/wooslton-eyes-reserve-map-and-ac-51fa9de80c94a.pdf
https://www.woolstoneyes.com/workspace/uploads/wooslton-eyes-reserve-map-and-ac-51fa9de80c94a.pdf
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NEXT SEASON 
 
Our first indoor meeting of the new season will be on Friday 28th September at 7:30pm 
and will feature Brian White with a talk entitled “Amazon Expedition”. 
 
Our first coach trip will be on Sunday 21st October to Spurn, departing from the Guild at 
7:30am. 
 
MINSMERE  2019  
 

Keep this weekend free: FRIDAY 22 – SUNDAY 24 February! Next year we are 
returning to Minsmere for our weekend away. We will be staying in Great Yarmouth at 
the Furzedown Hotel, the small family run hotel which made us so welcome on our 
previous visit. 
 
I will be taking bookings at our September and October meetings. 
 

BARBARA P 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
 
 
NEWS FROM THE GARDEN 
 
Here are some photos of the more interesting and unusual visitors to my garden during 
the last month. 
 

I was sitting at the kitchen table 
having breakfast when some 
movement at the top of the garden 
caught my eye. I turned to get a better 
look and nearly choked on my coffee! 
It was a Red-legged Partridge. I 
picked up the camera and managed 
to rattle off a few shots before it 
squeezed under the hedge and 
disappeared into the neighbour’s 
garden. I live in suburban 
Macclesfield so this was rather 
unexpected. 
 
The Red-legged Partridge is not a 
native species to the UK. Its natural 

habitat is continental Europe, mainly France and Spain. However they are often reared 
alongside pheasants and released for shooting so the British population is probably 
largely derived from escapees and survivors. There is a good population in Cheshire – I 
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have often seen them while out walking in the countryside but never quite so close to 
home. 
 
Later that same day… 
 

 
In the afternoon I was again sitting at 
the kitchen table enjoying a cup of 
coffee when I was attracted to some 
movement up against the hedge in 
the corner of the garden. This time it 
turned out to be a Sparrowhawk. It 
had obviously just made a kill (which I 
hadn’t seen happen) and was busy 
plucking and devouring its catch. The 
victim looked quite large and dark-
coloured, probably a feral pigeon. It 
was a substantial meal, you can see 
its crop bulging on its chest in the 
photo. 
 

Fortunately it wasn’t disturbed so it remained while it finished its meal. It was very wary, 
constantly looking around all the time as it ate. It moved round quite a bit so I was able 
to see it from several different angles. 

 
 
It then flew over the hedge taking the carcase with it but then returned immediately to 
almost where it had been before but now perched higher up on some sticks in the 
corner of the garden. It then spent some time wiping its beak on the perch to clean off 



Page 12 

the bloody mess and settled down to digest its meal. At this point it appeared to fall 
asleep since it hardly moved at all for quite a while. 
 

The bird was in the garden for a 
considerable time. On checking the 
time stamps on the photos the first 
was was taken at 14:35 and the last 
one at 15:27. Almost 1 hour and that 
was only up to the point where it fell 
asleep and when I stopped taking 
photos. It was was there for at least 
another 30 minutes after that. 
Eventually the sky turned very dark 
and it started to rain which persuaded 
it to move on. 
 
Quite an exciting day, and I didn’t 
even have to move from the comfort of 
my own kitchen! 

 
Siskins were still visiting the garden in 
the early part of this month. Usually 
they prefer to visit the hanging feeders 
but this handsome male Siskin came 
down to my home-made ground feeder 
to get his sunflower hearts. 
 
ROBERT D 
 
 
 
 
 
  


