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NEWSLETTER   NOVEMBER 2018 

 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 23rd November) 
 
This evenings talk is by Paul Hobson and will show his photographs on his trip to 
Namibia, Rwanda, Kenya, and South Africa. 

Paul started photography about 40 years ago with a Pentax SLR using slide film. This 
seems a bit like the Stone Age today but it did teach him a lot about how to operate a 
camera well, there was no checking on the back screen then!  

Paul has won a number of prestigious international awards. He has been highly 
commended in the Wildlife Photographer of the Year (2008), a category winner and 
highly commended in European Wildlife Photographer of the Year (2010 + 14) and 
Festival de l'Oiseau et de la Nature (voted the public's favourite image in 2013) and has 
had numerous images featured in British Wildlife Photographer of the Year (2009-14). 

I am sure that we will all enjoy this evening’s talk and photographs. 

 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is this weekend on Sunday 25th November to Attenborough Nature 
Reserve near Nottingham, departing from the Guild at 8am. 
 
The reserve is primarily wetlands formed from restored gravel extraction works, 
although there is a substantial woodland cover as well. All the usual wetland and 
woodland birds should be seen. Feeders attract many small birds, particularly tree 
sparrows. There are usually bitterns present but of course very hard to see. There is a 
Nature Centre with a café and shop on the reserve. We last visited the reserve in 2014.  
 
Book your seat at the desk. 
 
Our December outing is a local car trip to Pennington Flash followed by our Christmas 
lunch (see next item) 
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 

The Christmas Lunch is booked for 1230 on the 15th December at the Rope & Anchor, 
Paddock Lane, Dunham Massey, WA14 5RD. Prior to the meal we are going for a 
morning bird watch at Pennington Flash - meet at Wilmslow Guild at 0815 or at 
Pennington Flash main car park (pay & display) at 0900. 

Can those attending the lunch please pay any outstanding balance at the indoor 
meeting on the 23rd November and also select your choice if you haven't already 
done so. Thanks. 

ANNETTE R 

 

WEEKEND AWAY – Final payment for Minsmere 

As our December meeting is looking extremely busy, it would be a great help if as many 
of our members as possible could pay at the November meeting. As I am unable to be 
there, Jenny will be collecting the cheques (please make cheques payable to 
WILMSLOW GUILD). If there are any queries I’ll deal with them on my return. 
 

BARBARA P 

 

COACH TRIP TO SPURN – 21 OCTOBER 2018 

 
We had a 7.30 start on a mild bright day. The coach was early and we all climbed 
aboard and set off on time. The passengers were rather quiet until the first stop at 
Ferrybridge services. 
 
During conversations it became apparent that as we had not had the necessary 
Committee Meeting to confirm who was doing the write up for The Newsletter then no 
one was appointed to do it! After a very short 
consideration I was asked if I would oblige 
and I agreed. I quickly started with House 
Sparrow, Black-Headed Gull, Wood Pigeon, 
and Carrion Crow at the Service Station. 
The coach then carried on the journey with 
the occupants being more animated after 
refreshments. 
 
After a journey of more than 3 hours we arrived at 
Spurn and parked in the usual place on Easington 
Road. My first impression was that in comparison 
to previous years Spurn was rather different. The 

weather was mild and there was no crowds of 
birders wandering about, only us. Most of us 
strolled down to the car park of the pub to find that there were hardly any birds, only 
Great Tit, Blue Tit, and Dunnock. After a few minutes most of the group moved up to the 
Church Yard and stared up into the trees. Plenty of movement but after I got my eye in 
found that the birds were almost all Goldcrests. I never thought that I would ever get 
tired of seeing Goldcrests but something else would have been nice. 

Goldcrest 
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Further up Easington Road there was a sign 
that invited us in to see bird ringing so we 
took this up. It was explained that every 20 
minutes or so one of the ringers did a tour of 
the mist nets and sure enough he returned 
with a clutch of little bags each with 
something wriggling inside. They all turned 
out to be Tree Sparrows which duly had a 
ring fixed on a leg and they were released to 
continue their migration to the 
Hampshire/Dorset border we were informed. 
We were rewarded when a Kestrel flew in 
and perched on a nearby tree to show off 
before demonstrating his (or her, I couldn't 
tell) flying prowess.  
 
Most of the group moved on up the road and found a nice flock of birds on the fields – 
Starlings, Redwings, and Fieldfare. I then moved on along to the sea to find it mostly 
devoid of birds. There was only a Herring Gull. 
 
It was such a lovely day I decided to have a snack while basking in the warm sun. To my 
surprise a Short-Eared Owl flew in from the sea, cruised up and down the beach, and then 
disappeared over the caravan site. When I turned to alert the rest of the group I found that they 
had all dispersed around the reserve and I was on my own! So I walked back down to the 
Churchyard and noted Mute Swan and Mallard in the pond and House Sparrows, Chaffinch, 

Greenfinch, and Robin hopping about in the 
hedge and also a distant Buzzard. The 
Churchyard was now relatively crowded with 
birders and after noting more Goldcrests it was 
pointed out that one of the little birds that was 
hopping about in the canopy was Yellow-
Browed Warbler! Maybe it wasn't going to be 
such a poor birding day after all! 
 
I then decided to make my way to the new Visitors 
Centre and followed the path that runs parallel to 

the Humber. I added a few more birds to the day 
list. On the Humber there was Curlew, 
Redshank, Little Egret, Oystercatcher, and 
Cormorant though the tide was out and I 
wasn't getting very close views. I also ticked 

Blackbird, Stonechat, Rook, Feral Pigeon, Magpie, Pheasant, Jackdaw, and Collard 
Dove and a Sparrowhawk flyby in the adjacent fields and bushes. 
 
When I got to the Visitors Centre I found most of the girls in our group sitting at the 
outside seating having a cup of tea! I might have guessed! 
 
I sat there for a little while then a few of our group came back to the Centre to report a 
Jack Snipe at the Scrape Hide! We hurried along and sure enough there it was along 
with a Common Snipe. Then a Ring Ouzel flew in a perched on top of the bushes! 
There was also a Moorhen on the pond and just before I left a Hen Harrier did a circuit 

Kestrel (female) 

Stonechat 
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of the pond scattering many small birds from the bushes. This was turning out to be a 
good day after all! 
 
I also found the majority of the Wilmslow 
Group in the Hide. The unspoken decision 
was then to walk back on the path beside 
the Humber. The state of the tide was much 
more favourable for birding and I added 
Brent Geese (and their lovely cackling 
chatter), Shelduck, Wigeon, Teal, Grey 
Heron, Golden Plover, Lapwing, Dunlin, 
Ringed Plover, Turnstone, Black-Headed 
Gull, Common Gull, and Great Black-
Backed Gull to the day list. 
 
It was then about 3.30, just time for one 
more search for the Barred Warbler which 
was reported as showing. So back up the 
Easington Road. There was a birder there who said that he had just seen it, so we 
stared into the bushes. Plenty of twitching tails and flashes of a striped back but nothing 
that could be identified as the target bird so we trudged back to the coach for the long 
journey home glad that someone else was driving and that I could doze. 
 
When the day list book was passed around the coach I noted that one of our groups 
had seen the Barred Warbler. Other notable birds that had been seen, but not by me, 
were Bearded Tit, Water Rail, Grey Partridge, Red-throated Diver, and Gannet. 
 

Photos by Robert D 

 
CHRIS S  

 
 
 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 7th December at 7:30pm when our speaker will be 
yours truly with a slideshow and talk about a birdwatching trip to Panama. 
 
Following the talk we will have our Christmas Buffet which will also include the Group’s 
50th anniversary celebration. There will be a nominal cost of £2 per head to cover the 
cost of the food, cake, and a celebratory (alcoholic) drink. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
 

Common Snipe 
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CAWOS INDOOR MEETINGS 2018  2019 
 

All meetings are held in the hall at St Vincent's Roman Catholic Church, Tatton Street, 
Knutsford, WA16 6HR on the first Friday of the month, unless otherwise stated - 
please check the programme. There is a large and free car park off Tatton Street 
close to the hall. 
  
An entrance fee of £2.00 to members and £4.00 for non-members will be charged at all 
meetings except the AGM when there will be free admission. A coffee break is taken 
halfway through the evening. The doors open at 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start. 
 
Details of the next meeting are as follows –  
 
7th December 2018 
‘COSTA RICA - PARADISE OF THE NEOTROPICS’ by Keith Offord 
 
Keith will explore the extraordinary array of birds and other wildlife found in Costa Rica. 
Forests drip with tanagers and warblers, and echo to the exotic utterances of 
Montezuma Oropendolas, while whole new families of birds can be discovered such as 
foliage-gleaners, antbirds and woodcreepers. Perhaps the most memorable are the 
iridescent hummingbirds which whiz around like large insects, pausing only to feed from 
nectar-producing flowers. High in the trees, fabulously coloured trogons might be 
spotted along with the aptly named Resplendent Quetzal. This talk covers the wildlife of 
the key habitats from cloud forests to coastal plains.  
 
 
THE BEARDED TIT (REVISITED) 
 
A couple of years ago I wrote in the newsletter about my experience of seeing the 
Bearded Tits at Leighton Moss in the autumn when they come out of the reedbed to 
forage for grit. A friend and I went up to Leighton Moss early last month to try to repeat 
the experience – and we certainly did! 
 
We arrived at the car park just before 
9am, to find that it was already half full. 
After a quick toilet stop we headed straight 
down to the public causeway where the 
RSPB have positioned some grit trays in a 
clearing in the reeds. I set up the camera 
on the tripod and settled down to wait. 
 
While we waited we were entertained by a 
colourful cock pheasant that stomped 
around in the clearing by the grit trays. 
Also there were not one but two Water 
Rails present along the edge of the reeds 
at the far side of the clearing. It’s usually 
hard enough to see just one Water Rail, 
so to see two together was a rare treat.  
 
We had about 45 minutes to wait before an excited but hushed buzz went round the 
crowd and two Bearded Tits, a male and a female, emerged from the reeds onto one of 
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the three grit trays. It was fortunate that we had a pair on view as we could compare the 
more colourful male with his blue head and striking black moustache (not beard!) with 
the more plainly coloured female. Both birds were well ringed, with two coloured rings 
on each leg. By this means the RSPB can identify each bird individually and monitor the 
health of the population. 
 
The birds initially stayed together on the same tray feeding avidly on the grit, heads 
down most of the time. Eventually they separated onto different trays then spent time 
circulating between the trays, sometimes together and sometimes apart. This was no 
fleeting glimpse of the Bearded Tits – they were on view for an incredible 17 minutes. 
Then they hopped into the reeds and they were gone. 
 

 
We could have stayed to see if there were any other sightings, but we were both well 
satisfied with the views we had had so we moved along to the causeway hide where we 
had heard Otter mentioned. There was a massive crowd of photographers gathered at 
the far end of the hide. Apparently the otter was on the bank just 6 feet in front of the 
hide. However I couldn’t get near it because of said crowd. However, within a few 
minutes it was swimming and diving in the open water in front of the hide giving us a 
good view. It then caught an eel and swam back towards the hide, this time to the end 
where we were sitting. It stopped by a clump of reeds 25 feet out and proceeded to eat 
its catch so I now had the opportunity to get a few photos. Probably the closest Otter 
encounter I’ve ever had. 
 
Leighton Moss is a remarkable reserve at any time of the year but well worth a visit 
during the Autumn months. 

 
ROBERT D 

 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
 


