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50th Anniversary  1968-2018 

 
 

NEWSLETTER   DECEMBER 2018 

 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 7th December) 
 

Tonight we will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Wilmslow Guild Birdwatching 
Group (formerly known as Wilmslow Guild Ornithological Society). 
 

To start the evening Committee Member and Newsletter Editor Robert Davidson will 
give a talk entitled “Panama”. Following this we will have our Christmas and 50th 
Anniversary buffet with food, cake and a celebratory drink. There will be a nominal cost 
of £2 per head to cover the cost of the buffet if you attend. 
 

If you have any Group memorabilia, such as group photos, old membership cards or old 
newsletters then please bring it along. Hope you enjoy the evening! 
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FIELD TRIPS 
 
Our December outing is a local car trip to Pennington Flash followed by our Christmas 
lunch. 
 
The Christmas Lunch is booked for 1230 on the 15th December at the Rope & Anchor, 
Paddock Lane, Dunham Massey, WA14 5RD. Prior to the meal we are going for a 
morning bird watch at Pennington Flash - meet at Wilmslow Guild at 0815 or at 
Pennington Flash main car park (pay & display) at 0900. 
 
The January coach trip is to the North Lancashire Coast on Sunday 27th January, 
departing from the Guild at 8am. 
 
We will visit various sites along the coast that attract large numbers of wildfowl and 
waders during the winter months. The area is also good for raptors and we would hope 
to find some winter migrants as well. 
 
 

CAWOS INDOOR MEETINGS 2018  2019 
 
All meetings are held in the hall at St Vincent's Roman Catholic Church, Tatton Street, 
Knutsford, WA16 6HR on the first Friday of the month, unless otherwise stated - 
please check the programme. There is a large and free car park off Tatton Street 
close to the hall. 
  
An entrance fee of £2.00 to members and £4.00 for non-members will be charged at all 
meetings except the AGM when there will be free admission. A coffee break is taken 
halfway through the evening. The doors open at 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start. 
 
Details of the next meeting are as follows –  
 
4th January 2019 
‘SCOTLAND’ by Paul Hobson 
Paul will take us on a trip through Ptarmigan-studded snowy mountains of the 
Cairngorms and will ultimately take us to the myriad islands of the Hebrides before 
finally ending in Britain's most northerly archipelago Shetland. Divers, eagles and 
Crested Tits, what's not to like?  
 
 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 18th January at 7:30pm when our speaker will be 
Mike Lane with a talk entitled “A Lane in Eastern Europe” 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
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SNOW BUNTING AND PTARMIGAN 
 
At this time of year, as winter makes its presence felt, it seems appropriate to consider 

birds that are mostly white. Excluding the 
obvious candidates such as gulls, egrets and 
swans, those that readily spring to mind are 
Snow Bunting and Ptarmigan. 
Although it has the word “snow” in its name, the 
Snow Bunting is not really closely associated 
with snow. There is little snow on the ground in 
its main breeding range of the arctic and high-
alpine montane habitat during the summer 
breeding season. I presume that its name 
derives from its snowy-white breeding plumage, 
with white head and body contrasting with black 
back and wing-tips. 

 
Nevertheless they are mainly a winter visitor to the UK so in this respect they do have a 
winter association. In fact, the Snow Bunting is actually a UK breeding bird, with 60 or 
so pairs breeding in the Highlands of Scotland. 
However, in winter time, they are joined by 
some 10-15,000 winter visitors from 
Scandinavia and Iceland. 
 
In the winter time Snow Buntings lose some of 
the white in the plumage and become much 
browner.  It is possible to see Snow Buntings in 
the snow throughout the winter in the UK at the 
Cairngorm car park where they scavenge from 
the skiers and are fed seed by photographers, 
but their main habitat is on the coast. They can 
usually be found in flocks on beaches or sand 
dunes, sometimes quite approachable but often 
very mobile. 
 
The photos here were taken on Spitsbergen, Cairngorm, and Findhorn (Moray). 
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Ptarmigan are really well adapted to spend the winter at high altitude in the snow. They 
change colour from grey in the summer (ideal camouflage against the mountain 
boulders) to white in winter (ideal camouflage in the snow). In addition they have 
feathers on their legs and toes for extra protection against the cold. The birds in the 
photo below are both females. The male retains a red wattle above the eye all year 
round. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scotland is the only place to see Ptarmigan in the UK. The Cairngorm car park gives 
easy access to one of the best areas. There is a path left of the Ski Centre that goes up 
to the middle railway station. When there is a good fall of snow covering the car park 
area the Ptarmigan come lower down the mountain and can often be seen beside the 
path. Alternatively, you can take the train up to the aptly named Ptarmigan Restaurant. 
You are not allowed out on the slopes unless you are skiing but you can easily scan 
from the restaurant verandahs. The Ptarmigan don’t seem to mind the skiers too much 
and stay round the area. In the summer months you can take a guided walk from the 
restaurant to Cairngorm summit which often yields Ptarmigan and Dotterel. 
 

ROBERT D 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
 
 

Merry Christmas from the Committee 

 


