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NEWSLETTER   JANUARY 2019 

 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 18th January) 
 

Welcome to our first meeting of 2018. I hope that everyone enjoyed a Happy New Year. 

Our first speaker of the year is Mike Lane FRPS with a talk entitled “A Lane in Eastern 
Europe”. 

Mike is a full time wildlife photographer specialising in birds and mammals. His interest 
in wildlife began when he obtained his first dog as a teenager, which led to long walks in 
the countryside. Soon fascinated by the birds and mammals he encountered, it became 
clear to him that he would have to work with wildlife and he started his working life as a 
zookeeper. This would still remain his career if a fellow keeper had not come to work 
one day with a Practica TL camera and 400mm lens. One look through the viewfinder 
and Mike was hooked and a career change to the computer industry took place to fund 
his new addiction. 
 
Mike's four passions in life are wildlife, photography, travel and computers, which 
combine well into one interest. He is a Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society. Mike 
last visited us in March 2015. 

I am sure that we will all enjoy this evening’s talk and photographs. 

 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is on Sunday 27th January to the North Lancashire Coast, departing 
from the Guild at 8am. 
 
We will visit various sites along the coast that attract large numbers of wildfowl and 
waders during the winter months. The area is good for raptors as well.  
 
Book your seat at the desk. 
 
Our February outing is the weekend away to Minsmere. 
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50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

7th December 2018 

 
Chairman Brian Dyke started the meeting by welcoming members, past members and 
invited guests to the special celebration evening for the 50th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Wilmslow Guild Ornithological Society, later renamed the Wilmslow 
Guild Birdwatching Group. He was very pleased that past members John and Wendy 
Ackroyd, Alan Bradshaw, John Brewer and Diana Oldfield had been able to join us for 
the evening, and he passed on the best wishes given by a number of other former 
members who had been invited but were unable to attend. The invited representatives 
from local societies came from Knutsford Ornithological Society, Macclesfield RSPB 
Group, Stockport Birdwatching Society and Stockport RSPB Group. 

 
 The Group was formed when the Workers’ Educational 
Association (WEA) classes run by Bill Mulligan at the Wilmslow 
Guild came to an end, and the members of the class decided to 
form a group to continue their interest in birdwatching. Bill Mulligan 
was a well-known figure in the South Manchester area, promoting 
his enjoyment and interest in birds by organising birdwatching 
classes at a number of venues in the region. In many cases, as in 
our own, this resulted in the formation of local groups, and both 
Knutsford Ornithological Society and Stockport Ornithologists 
(later Stockport Birdwatching Society) were formed in this way. 

 
Brian referred to the importance of ensuring that the group’s history and records are 
adequately protected. Many of the early records had been held by Marjorie Mason, a 
founder member with her husband Alan, and Chair of the group for a number of years. 
Unfortunately, these had all been lost when they both moved into a nursing home and 
their house was cleared, the clearer not realising the significance of what they were 
throwing out. 
 
The meeting continued with a presentation by Robert Davidson on ‘Panama’. Robert is 
a long-standing member of the group, and has served continuously on the committee 
for 35 years, the last 14 as editor of our Newsletter, as well as recently managing the 
website. He deservedly received a warm round of applause for his service to the group. 
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Following an excellent set of photographs and commentary by Robert, the audience 
moved to the adjoining room, where a fine spread had been prepared by the members 
of the Committee. 
 
The anniversary cake was cut by Robert and Brian, and the future of the group was 
toasted with a glass of Prosecco. It was a lively social occasion, providing the 
opportunity to chat and to catch up with friends, both old and new. A small display of 
photographs and items of historical interest were available to view. 
 

BRIAN D  
 

Photos by Robert D & Brian D 
  

The photograph of Bill Mulligan is displayed in the AW Boyd Memorial Observatory at 
Rostherne Mere. 
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FIELD TRIP TO PENNINGTON FLASH – 15th DECEMBER 2018 
 
At 9am on Saturday 15th December 13 cheerful hardy bird watchers met at Pennington 
Flash for the Christmas meeting. It was a bitterly cold dull morning with an easterly 
wind. 
 
Pennington Flash is an impressive country park on the outskirts of Leigh. The term flash 
refers to the lakes on the site which were formed over time as a result of mining 
subsidence. It is a good example of how our industrial past has developed a beautiful 
location for wildlife. 
 

By the lakeside and on the lake Canada 
Geese, Mallard, Moorhen and Coots 
congregated. Lesser and Great Black-back 
Gulls were seen in the distance. Goosander, 
male and female Goldeneye, Grey Heron, 
Tufted Ducks, Herring Gull and a Great 
Crested Grebe were also seen. 
 
Leaving the lakeside Magpie and Wood 
Pigeon were noted, with a Mallard sitting on 
a bird table enjoyed a feast of seeds. 
Arriving at Horrocks hide we quickly spotted 
many Cormorants and a lone Common Gull. 
The handsome Gadwall, Lapwing, 

Oystercatcher and more Goosanders male and female were lovely to see. Mute Swan 
and Great Crested Grebe were also spotted. Views of male and female Goldeneye were 
delightful, great to see close up to note the white beauty spot. A Dunnock foraged in the 
undergrowth while a little Dabchick passed by the reeds. A flotilla of Teal sailed past 
showing off their beautiful colours. 2 Grey Herons standing erect and stock still waiting 
for prey added to the list as we left to walk along the path to Tom Edmondson hide. 
Passing the area where bird feeders used to be, Blackbird and Goldcrest showed up, 
with Long-tailed Tits and Blue Tits flitting in the trees. 

 
Arriving at the hide we saw more Grey 
Herons, and a Shoveler with his striking long 
and broad bill. A call to see a Buzzard in a 
tree, he soon dropped down perhaps having 
spied his prey for lunch. The pool was icy, 
and so was the group, therefore we soon 
moved on to Ramsdale hide but not before 
seeing Robin and Marsh Tit (spotted by 
Robert). At Ramsdale hide more Teal, 
Moorhen and Great Crested Grebes with 
Bullfinch and Carrion Crow made an 
appearance. 
 
We then walked along the wooded pathway 
and did not see any of the smaller birds who 

very wisely must have hunkered down to keep warm. Passing the golf course we had a 
good view of 2 Little Egrets beside the stream. 

Nuthatch 

Goosanders 
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Teal hide found us all now feeling the chill but were rewarded by seeing again Teal, 
Goosander, Gadwall, Heron, Mallard and 
Shoveler. Our penultimate port of call was 
the Bunting hide with the bird feeders. 
Amazing to see a pile of courgettes and 
parsnips on the ground along with large 
slices of white bread. The birds seemed 
uninterested in this feast, preferring the 
many feeders of nuts and fat balls. Final 
additions to our day list included, Robin, 
Great Tit, Blue Tit, Nuthatch, Willow Tit, 
Great Tit, Coal Tit, male and female 
Chaffinch, male and female Bullfinch, Reed 
Bunting, Goldfinch and Siskin. We finally left 
for a brief visit to Pengy’s hide to see again 
Mallard, Mute Swans, Shoveler and Gadwall. 
  
Total count for the morning was 42. 
  
Back in the car park the predicted sleety rain had started falling and we were relieved to 
be back in the car to drive to the Rope & Anchor for our Christmas lunch organised by 
Annette. 
 
A warm greeting at this Dunham Massey country pub was welcome as we thawed out, 
joined by other WGBG members to make up a party of 20. We all enjoyed a hearty 
Christmas lunch and refreshments. Many thanks to Annette for organising this event 
and to Brian for all his efforts over the years, especially this the 50th year of WGBG. 
 

Photos by Robert D 
JENNY I    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Long-tailed Tit 
 

Willow Tit 
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CAWOS INDOOR MEETINGS 2018  2019 
 

All meetings are held in the hall at St Vincent's Roman Catholic Church, Tatton Street, 
Knutsford, WA16 6HR on the first Friday of the month, unless otherwise stated - 
please check the programme. There is a large and free car park off Tatton Street 
close to the hall. 
  
An entrance fee of £2.00 to members and £4.00 for non-members will be charged at all 
meetings except the AGM when there will be free admission. A coffee break is taken 
halfway through the evening. The doors open at 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start. 
 
Details of the next meeting are as follows –  
 
1st February 2019 
‘A FUNNY WAY TO MAKE A LIVING Part 2’ by Michael Leach 
Michael returns with a second helping! Those with long memories will remember his 
entertaining part 1 back in 2005. Further confessions of a wildlife photographer featuring 
advice on how to make a wildcat look more menacing and the story of working with Hen 
Harriers on a storm-swept Scottish mountain. Michael reveals how cameramen look into 
the secret world of underground dens and how to build a motorway in your garden shed. 
  
 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 8th February at 7:30pm when our speaker will be 
Mike McKavett with a talk entitled “From Banjul to Basse – My Search for the Crocodile 
Bird”. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
         Teal 
 
 


