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NEWSLETTER   FEBRUARY 2019 

 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 8th February) 
 

Tonight's talk is 'From Banjul to Basse' by Mike McKavett. This talk is about Mike's 
search for the 'crocodile bird'. He has travelled extensively in pursuit of his hobby of 
wildlife photography. Mike's work has been widely published in books and magazines. 
Tonight's talk will be a feast of excellent photographs. Mike last visited us in January 
2016. 
 
I am sure that we will all enjoy this evening’s talk and photographs. 
 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is the Weekend Away to Minsmere on 22nd February. See below for 
final departure information if you are coming on the trip.  
 
After that our next coach trip is on Sunday 31st March to RSPB Saltholme reserve, 
departing from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
Saltholme is an RSPB wetland reserve in the industrial heartland of the Tees Valley 
near Middlesbrough. Large numbers of waders congregate on the reserve at this time of 
year, as well as large numbers of wildfowl. Raptors are frequently seen hunting in the 
area. Several feeder areas attract small birds. There is often a Starling murmuration at 
dusk.  
 
Facilities include hides, an excellent tearoom/restaurant and toilets. Admittance is 
charged via car parking so we should be able to get in for free but RSPB members 
should bring their cards in any case. We last visited in October 2015. 
 
Book your seat at the desk. 
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MINSMERE    FEBRUARY 22 – 24   Pre-trip IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
Our trip is only a couple of weeks away now and below is some important pre-trip 
information. 
 
The coach will leave promptly at 7.30am on FRIDAY 22 February from the usual pick-
up place on the corner of Bourne Street and Altrincham Road. Please arrive by 7.15am 
so that all luggage can be loaded before departure time. 
 
Cars can be parked at the back of the Guild for the weekend. Please make sure that 
you don’t park on the yellow-hatched lines. 
 
If you haven’t already done so, please will you complete an ICE form and hand it to 
Barbara at the meeting on the 8th February. 
 
We will be stopping at Frampton Marsh RSPB for about 4 hours on the way down, so 
please remember to bring your binoculars/telescopes etc and packed lunch onto the 
coach – do not leave them in your suitcase! Please also remember to bring your RSPB 
and WWT cards with you. 
 
There will be 32 members on the coach and so not much spare room. If you have a 
spare seat next to you, please will you accept day sacks etc from members sharing 
double seats.  
 
Finally let’s hope for another enjoyable trip with good birding. 
 

BARBARA P 
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ATTENBOROUGH NATURE RESERVE FIELD TRIP 25th NOVEMBER 2018 
 
 
Most unusually this trip started out with a delay in the arrival of the coach. Whilst waiting 

we didn’t sight any notable birds but the 
group were kept entertained by an array of 
runners including numerous Father 
Christmases, elves, dogs and pushchairs 
braving the cold to participate in the Wilmslow 
half marathon. Eventually the coach arrived 
and we were pleased to set off to 
Attenborough. 
 
The reserve consists of lakes, wetlands, 
grasslands and shrubs. The large lakes have 
been formed by flooded pits and these have 
become the most important bird overwintering 
area in Nottinghamshire for Shoveler and 
diving ducks. 
 
On arrival at the visitor centre we received a 
warm welcome from staff and an assortment 
of ducks and geese waiting in anticipation for 
food outside the main entrance. 
 
Walking out to the first hide from the visitor 
centre I was pleased to see my first 
Goldeneye of the winter season and 2 
Egyptian Geese feeding around the area.  
Looking out onto the water swans could be 
seen tipped upside down feeding and there 
were a number of cormorants all perched in 

the trees. 
 
Leaving the visitor centre we headed over a bridge leading to the main area of the 
nature reserve here I was reliably informed by 
other members of the group that I had just 
missed a Kingfisher flying past.  However, I 
was rewarded with a good view of a number 
of male and female Goosander handsomely 
showing off their winter plumage.  A skein of 
geese flew over in a v shape their wings 
rhythmically flapping confirming winter was 
truly here. Just to the other side of the bridge 
a Cetti’s Warbler could be heard in the shrubs 
but true to form was elusive in being sighted. 
 
Out on the various lakes there was an 
assortment of ducks including Gadwall, Teal, Shoveller, Wigeon and Pochard. Common 
Gulls had taken convenient positions out on the posts and Lesser and Great Black-
backed Gulls were sighted. Flocks of Lapwings were also gathered on the rocks 
occasionally taking to the air displaying their flickering flight. 

Egyptian Goose 

Cormorant 

Wigeon 
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Following lunch I moved onto another hide where I was reliably informed that I had just 
missed a Water Rail a few seconds before entering! 
 
 
I spent the majority of the afternoon 
taking a pleasant stroll along the 
side of the river Trent where there 
more Goosander, Dabchicks and 
Great Crested Grebes. The 
surrounding woodlands provided 
other sightings including Long-tailed 
Tits, Song Thrush, Goldcrest, 
Treecreeper and Great Spotted 
Woodpecker. 
 
We finished the day back on the 
bridge looking out for a 
murmuration of starlings - we saw 
the outline in the distance as the light was beginning to fade. Although I hadn’t seen 
anything new or particularly unusual Attenborough had proved to be a lovely place to 
visit with a lot of different species and in total the group saw 58 birds. 
 
A final bonus for the day was the wonderful sunset. 
 

Photos by Robert D 
 

ANNETTE R 
 

Tufted Ducks 



Page 5 

THE NORTH LANCASHIRE COAST – 27th JANUARY 2019 
 
It was an eight o'clock start for a group of about 27 of us and the weather was clear with 
bright winter sunshine and gusting wind that was forecast to strengthen during the day. 
The forecast was right, the wind did get stronger, much stronger and seemed to 
strengthen as we neared our first stop, Knott End. 
 
 
There was much bustle on the coach as 
we wrapped up in layers of hats, jumpers, 
scarves, gloves, coats, overcoats, over 
trousers....have you got the picture?  Off 
the coach, we fought against the wind, 
bodies bent at what seemed a 45 degree 
angle as we battled our way across the car 
park, one step forward two steps back. It 
was difficult to imagine how any birds 
could survive in such conditions let alone 
fly. Even that seemed an academic 
question as there did not seem that many, 
if any birds present. Those of us fortunate 
to get a sighting struggled to hold 
binoculars still enough against the 
buffeting wind to make a successful 
identification. 
BUT.…finding respite in the lee of some 
tall buildings the birds started to reveal 
themselves, and the struggle and effort 
was well rewarded. Redshank, Curlew and 
Turnstones were all hunkered down 
finding what shelter they could whilst a 
lone Eider Duck was fighting the tide in the mouth of the River Wyre. A Pied Wagtail 
was busy searching for food and close by a flock of 25 to 30 Twite took advantage of 
the lee of the Esplanade to avoid the worst of the wind. Normally a shy and flighty bird it 
is rarely still enough or close enough to get a good sighting, but because of the 
conditions we were able to see them close to as they perched on the esplanade seeking 
what shelter and warmth they could from the winter sun. 
 
Back on the coach and for our next stop we were off to Pilling Lane End, however  
before we got there from the comfort of our coach seats with their high vantage over the 
the low lying wet fields we had excellent views of a large group of mixed waders feeding 
on the grassland. Golden Plover, Lapwings, Dunlin, Curlews,and Black Tailed Godwits 
were present in large numbers, and whilst I am not good at bird counts it is safe to say 
the group numbered thousands making it a real spectacle. It was a sight that under lied 
the importance of this area for over-wintering.  
 
Mute and Whooper Swans, Fieldfares, Little Egrets, Starlings and Jackdaws were all 
present whilst Mallard, Tufted Ducks, Little Grebes and Lesser Black-backed Gulls were 
seen on one of the freshwater drains and adjacent pools. Glasson Basin Marina was 
our next stop, fed by water from the mouth of the River Lune, a large expanse of 
sheltered water populated by Tufted Ducks, Coots, Mute Swans a flotilla of Goosanders 
and one of the ducks I always love to see 5 Goldeneye in two groups. 
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Back on the coach again and on to Hest Bank, just north of Morecombe, a long 
shoreline location and wide low views across the bay to Grange and good pathway ideal 
for watching the incoming tide and the constant, restless movement of groups of waders 
busy feeding on the edge of advancing tide. The winter sun was still brilliant in the 
cloudless sky but there was no letup in the 
gusting wind.  As can be seen from the 
photograph the keenest observer soon 
spotted a sheltered perch upon which to 
absorb the warmth of the sun and was 
soon accompanied by the rest of the flock. 
A rare sight indeed. The speed that the 
tide races in across the bay is easy to 
underestimate and comes as a surprise to 
witness. We watched as Pintail Ducks, 
Curlew, Knot and Oystercatchers all 
moved closer on the advancing tide and 
suddenly a lone Kestrelhovered above us, 
fighting the wind as he hunted his way 
along the shoreline. 
 
We left Hest Bank at 3.15pm as the sun 
was beginning to dip lower towards the 
horizon and on to our final location of the 
day, the Heysham Nuclear Power 
Station, well remembered by those on our 
last group visit for the reception we 
received from the two well-armed police 
guards who thought us sufficiently 
suspicious to challenge us. No armed 
reception this time but an equally memorable visit for the exceptional views of the large 
numbers of seabirds sheltering along the rocks along the shoreline. The mix of the light 
of the low winter sunshine, the shapes, colours and form of the birds, the seaweed 
covered rocks and the constant movement of the sea crashing against the rocks made 
for a sight to be remembered. Large numbers of Oystercatchers, Knot, Wigeon and 
Curlews crowded close together for safety and shelter. Amongst them and difficult to 
pick out was a small group of 3 or 4 Bar-tailed Godwits whilst in the background and 
further out to sea, Cormorants and Lesser Black-backed Gulls made up the scene. 
 
It was 4.45pm and the sun had dipped below the horizon as we made our way back to 
the coach for our journey home, in the distance, over the town flocks of starlings were 
gathering and merging before settling to roost. A fitting last sighting of the day. 
 
All the day trips run by the group provide enjoyable days birding and for me this is one 
that will stand out amongst them in my memory for many reasons, the locations, the 
quality of sightings, the weather and of course being able to share the day with others 
with similar interest. 
 

STUART M 
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CAWOS INDOOR MEETINGS 2018  2019 
 

All meetings are held in the hall at St Vincent's Roman Catholic Church, Tatton Street, 
Knutsford, WA16 6HR on the first Friday of the month, unless otherwise stated - 
please check the programme. There is a large and free car park off Tatton Street 
close to the hall. 
  
An entrance fee of £2.00 to members and £4.00 for non-members will be charged at all 
meetings except the AGM when there will be free admission. A coffee break is taken 
halfway through the evening. The doors open at 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start. 
 
Details of the next meeting are as follows –  
 
1st March 2019 
AGM followed by ‘LOOKING FOR THE GOSHAWK’ by author Conor Jameson 
 
Conor discusses the sequence of events that led to him writing his acclaimed book 
Looking for the Goshawk, some of the people he met and the places he visited as he 
seeks to understand 'the phantom of the forest'. He describes how the lost raptor went 
missing from our landscape, and our imaginations, and the work that's being done to 
help it come back. He describes what the apparent and actual absence of Goshawks 
may reveal about us, and the exciting challenges of rewilding. (Rearranged from last 
year - hopefully the weather will be better this time!)   
 
 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 22nd March at 7:30pm when our speaker will be 

Paul Kenyon with a talk entitled “Discovering Doñana”. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
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STOCK DOVES IN THE GARDEN 
 
Here is a photo I took through my lounge window on Sunday 3rd Feb. I thought at first 
they were juvenile Wood Pigeons but then realised they were Stock Doves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JENNY I 
 

WATCH THE BIRDIE! 
 
The wildlife of the Galapagos Islands is renowned for its tameness and approachability. 
Millennia of isolation have left it with little fear of humans. The delightful little Galapagos 
Flycatcher takes this to the next level. 
 
I was approaching one sitting on a twig, finger on the shutter button ready to take a 
photo, when it flew off. Drat! However, rather than fly away, it flew straight towards me 
and landed inside the lens hood. This wasn’t an isolated occurrence – it did this several 
times. On one occasion it stretched up and peered over the top of the lens hood straight 
at me. We were eye to eye 12 inches apart. It cocked its head back and forth and 
checked me out for a while before flying back to its perch. Quite a magical moment. My 
one regret is that I couldn’t get a photo of the incident but I did manage to get a photo of 
one of the other group members enjoying a similar experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


