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NEWSLETTER   MARCH 2019 
 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 22nd March) 
 

Tonight we welcome Paul Kenyon who will give a talk entitled “Discovering Doñana” 
 
Paul’s talk is about the birds of the most important wetlands in SW Spain. Doñana 
National Park, in Southern Spain, is a natural reserve with a diverse collection of 
habitats, such as marsh, woodlands etc., attracting many species to breed. 

I am sure that we will all enjoy this evening’s talk and photographs. 
 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is on Sunday 31st March to RSPB Saltholme reserve, departing 
from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
Saltholme is an RSPB wetland reserve in the industrial heartland of the Tees Valley 
near Middlesbrough. Large numbers of waders congregate on the reserve at this time of 
year, as well as large numbers of wildfowl. Raptors are frequently seen hunting in the 
area. Several feeder areas attract small birds. There is often a Starling murmuration at 
dusk. 
 
Facilities include hides, an excellent tearoom/restaurant and toilets. Admittance is 
charged via car parking so we should be able to get in for free but RSPB members 
should bring their cards in any case. We last visited in October 2015. 
 
Note – with our usual impeccable timing this trip is on the day that the clocks change. 
Remember to set your alarm clock 1 hour ahead when you go to bed on the Saturday. 
 
The coach trip after that is on Sunday 28th April to Tophill Low reserve in Yorkshire, 
departing from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
Book your seat for both trips at the desk.
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WEEKEND TRIP TO FRAMPTON MARSH, MINSMERE AND 
THE NORFOLK BROADS 

 
22nd – 24th February 2019 

 
Our trip to Minsmere, Frampton and the Norfolk Broads left on time and in good 
weather, with 32 members and guests eagerly looking forward to what the next three 
days would bring. Our driver, Chris, went for a different route from the normal way over 
the Cat & Fiddle, but the eagle-eyed still managed to see Red Grouse as we climbed 
from Baslow over to Chesterfield. After a short stop en route, we arrived at Frampton 
Marsh RSPB reserve in bright sunshine and, almost before we had got off the coach, 
we were greeted by the spectacle of thousands of Golden Plover wheeling about over 
the wet grassland. They were to be a feature for the rest of the day. 
 
Frampton Marsh is a great place for waders and we were soon seeing large numbers of 

Lapwing too, with both Redshank and 
Ruff well represented, but there were 
two species that we particularly hoped 
to see and both of them duly obliged. 
Long-billed Dowitcher (left, photo taken 
in USA) is a rare but regular visitor to 
Western Europe from its home in North 
& Central America and eastern Siberia, 
with some individuals staying for long 
periods. The bird at Frampton Marsh 
had been there for around six months 
so we thought we ought to have a 
reasonable chance of seeing it, and it 

didn’t take long to locate it as it fed out on the marsh. A number of people commented 
on its distinctive feeding style, with rapid probing of its bill in the soft mud, so the 
species name, Limnodromus scolopaceus, is particularly appropriate as it translates 
from the Latin as “snipe-like marsh racer”! 
 
Although not rare, it is always a good day when Spotted Redshank can be seen, and 
there were up to four birds present. They seemed to spend much of their time asleep, 

with their long bills tucked inconveniently out of sight under their wings, but, with a little 
patience, it was possible to get good views. All the birds on the marsh needed to keep a 

Golden Plover Brent Geese 
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wary eye open for predators, and a Merlin spent time sat on various posts, interspersed 
with rapid hunting flights, while some of the group saw a Peregrine take down an 
unfortunate duck. All of this was accompanied by the constant sound of Dark-bellied 
Brent Geese as they flew in and out and spent time bathing in the shallow pools. 
 
Elsewhere on the reserve, there was a good variety of wildfowl with Wigeon, Gadwall 
and Pintail dabbling in the shallows while Tufted Duck, Pochard, Goldeneye and a 

single Scaup were diving in deeper water. There were Mute Swans too, and, late in the 
day, four Bewick’s Swans flew in, shortly followed by two Whooper Swans, providing an 
excellent opportunity to compare the three species in close proximity. It had been a 
really good first day and we set off for our hotel in Great Yarmouth in fine spirits. 
 
A walk before breakfast was popular but not very rewarding; we had plenty of 
opportunities to see Skylarks and to listen to their songs, but apart from that, the only 
other birds seen were Ringed Plovers on the beach and the odd Pied Wagtail. After a 
hearty breakfast (how did John manage it?) we headed south to our first site at 
Westleton Heath. Here we hoped to find a couple of species that were new for a 

number of members of the group, and the first of these, the Woodlark, was soon heard 
but was not easy to see as it flew over the trees some distance away. However, we 
soon found a much more considerate bird which sang from the top of a tree and allowed 
everyone to get excellent views through the many telescopes trained on it. A short walk 
across the heath brought us to prime Dartford Warbler habitat, and it wasn’t long before 
a male put in a brief appearance on top of a gorse bush. Unlike the Woodlark, Dartford 

Goldeneye Whooper Swans 

Woodlark Dartford Warbler 
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Warblers are not prone to sit anywhere for long - they appear and (mostly) disappear at 
irregular intervals, so it was quite a challenge to make sure that everyone got a view of 
this charismatic bird, but eventually we all left satisfied that we had seen it well. 
 
A short drive down the narrow entrance road brought us to the RSPB reserve at 
Minsmere, where we were met by a very helpful member of staff who furnished us with 

maps and some information on what was 
about. We split into small groups and 
headed off in different directions around 
the reserve – some group members I 
never saw for the rest of the day! The 
scrapes were full of birds with wildfowl 
and waders predominating; these 
included Barnacle Goose, Shelduck, Teal 
and Shoveler as well as Avocet, Dunlin, 
Black-tailed Godwit and Curlew. Gulls 
were also much in evidence with no less 
than eight species identified. It wasn’t too 

difficult to pick out the Mediterranean Gulls 
in amongst the Black-headed Gulls and 

Common Gulls, and a Yellow-legged Gull was in with the Herring, Lesser Black-backed 
and Greater Black-backed Gulls but it needed the help of the local gull expert to pick out 
the Caspian Gull which was in the same group of birds. 
 
The other main habitat visited was the reedbed, and a good vantage point was the well-
named Bittern Hide. It provided good views of Bittern (for some), Little Egret and 
hunting Marsh Harriers as well as passing Cormorant and Goosander and a singing 
Cetti’s Warbler. A walk round to Island Mere Hide took us past a spot where two Adders 
were sunning themselves, and I think we 
all learnt a lot from the enthusiastic 
volunteer who spent most of the day 
patiently pointing them out and 
explaining something of their lifestyles. 
From the hide, a few members managed 
to spot an Otter, and this was also a 
place to see Snipe hiding in the fringes of 
the reeds and Bearded Tit flying over. 
Returning from there, Woodlark was 
singing on Whin Hill, Water Rail called 
from the reedbed, Goldcrest sang from 
the conifers and an obliging Green 
Woodpecker flew over. 
 
Elsewhere on the reserve, other birds were being found, with Firecrest and Chiffchaff in 
the bushes near North Wall and Stonechat and Dartford Warbler in the low dunes 
behind the beach. The feeders near the café were a good spot to see Great Spotted 
Woodpecker and Marsh Tit as well as a variety of other woodland birds, and a glance 
up to the sky was likely to see a soaring Buzzard or the chance of a Sparrowhawk. 
Another excellent day, and we returned to our hotel for a well-earned dinner and the odd 
glass of wine! 

Little Egret 

Marsh Harrier 
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For our final day, we went to the Norfolk Broads, and spent some time checking the 
fields east of Horsey Mere for Common Cranes and other species. The Cranes didn’t 
oblige, but we did find some good flocks of Greylag Geese, and at one stop there were 
really nice views of two Grey Partridge, 
with Red-legged Partridge in the same 
field for comparison. Kestrel and Buzzard 
were both keeping watch from the tops of 
telegraph poles while Marsh Harriers 
quartered the ground in the hope of 
spotting an easy meal. It was almost like 
a summer’s day at Sea Palling where we 
joined lots of holidaymakers on the 
beach. Our chances of seeing any birds 
on the sea weren’t helped by the local 
lifeboat crew who were carrying out 
exercises just offshore, but there were 
both Oystercatchers and Turnstones on 
the groynes. 
 
We tried to visit Horsey Mere, as we had done on our last trip to this area, but the sheer 
number of people and the difficult parking meant that we had to abandon that idea, and 
we went instead to RSPB Strumpshaw Fen. There were Great Crested Grebe on the 
river, Little Grebe in the reedbed and Treecreeper in the woodland, but the warm 
weather had encouraged a number of butterfly species onto the wing, including 
Brimstone, Comma and Small Tortoiseshell, an amazing sight in just the second half of 
February. This was to be our final stop, so we set off back to Wilmslow and relaxed as 
our driver steered for home. Thanks are again due to Barbara for the time that she puts 
in to organising the weekend. 

 
Photos by Robert D 

BRIAN D 
 
For more photos from this trip please visit Sandpiper’s Page on the Group website at 
http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/sandpiper-s-page 
 
 
For an article on birding in Tenerife please visit Peter’s Page on the Group website at 
http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page 
 
 
 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 26th April at 7:15pm (note the early start) and will 
commence with the Annual General Meeting. This is your opportunity to express any 
comments (or complaints) on the way that the group is run and to make suggestions. 
 
After that our speaker will be Brian White with a talk entitled “Amazon Expedition” 
 
Hope to see you all then. 

Grey Partridges 

http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/sandpiper-s-page
http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page
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CHESHIRE AND WIRRAL BIRD REPORT 2016 

 
We’re delighted to say that the annual Bird 
Report for 2016 is now available – with 
many people working together to develop 
the content and get it printed. 
 
The front cover features 8 of the 12 
Spoonbills which graced BMW in August 
and September and delighted many 
observers. 
 
The Report has 144 pages of text, 7 pages 
of photos and the colour map of the main 
birding sites of the county as the centre 
spread.  The photos capture some of the 
highlights of the year, including stunning 
shots of Nightjar and Marsh Harrier (taken 
under licence) and the full Spoonbill cast. 
 

 

The Report is the one document that brings together individual observer sightings 
(including Birdtrack), records from major sites and annual counts from the key BTO 
surveys of WeBS, WBBS and BBS.  This all goes to demonstrate that Cheshire and Wirral 
has a rich avifauna – 232 species were recorded in 2016 of which no less than 28 were 
BBRC or County Rarities. 
 
As well as the Systematic List, the Report contains articles on: 
 

 A White-crowned Sparrow ringed at Woolston Eyes - the first for Cheshire and Wirral.  
This was accepted as the first record of the sub-species gambelii recorded in Britain. 
 

 Finder’s accounts of two rare tern species and an inland Sabine’s Gull. 
 

 An account of the influx of Yellow-browed Warblers during the autumn. 
 

 The regular ‘Early and late dates for migrants’ including an October Cuckoo (the latest 
ever) and a December Swallow. 

 

 Cheshire and Wirral in the BTO Online Ringing Report, which now selectively 
focusses on recoveries chosen to illustrate movements and longevity – or both in the 
case of the Reed Warbler which crossed the Sahara at least 24 times! 

 
For 2016, the Index might be particularly helpful.  The Systematic List now follows the 
International Ornithological Congress (IOC) order – so you if you are looking for Falcons, 
they sneak in between Woodpeckers and Parakeets. 
 
The Bird Report is free to Cheshire and Wirral Ornithological Society members (ordinary 
membership costs £12), otherwise it costs £8 + £2 p&p and copies are available from: 

 
David Cogger, 71 Parkgate, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 8HF 

Tel: 01565 228503  Email: davidcogger@cawos.org 

mailto:davidcogger@cawos.org
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SUMMER CAR TRIPS 
 
The Committee proposes to run 2 local car trips over the summer. 
 
Goyt Valley, Wednesday 22nd May 
 
The woodland around Errwood reservoir and the upper Goyt Valley attracts numbers of 
summer migrants such as pied flycatcher, redstart, common sandpiper, tree pipit, and 
cuckoo. The uplands at Danebower hold ring ouzel, wheatear, meadow pipit, dipper, red 
grouse, short-eared owl and hobby. All have been seen on our trips here in recent 
years. 
 
Meet at the Guild at 7am or at “The Street” car park at Errwood reservoir dam (map ref 
SK 013 757) at 7.30am. 
 
 
Burton Mere Wetlands (Dee Estuary), Wednesday 5th June 
 
Burton Mere Wetlands straddle the border between England and Wales. Many years of 
hard work have restored reedbeds, fenland and farmland. There are 2 main hides and 
several viewpoints as well as 3 nature trails. Ducks, waders and other water birds can 
be expected here. Summer visitors include the aerobatic hobby and menacing marsh 
harrier. Ducklings are well on their way and are actively feeding. The highlight amongst 
the many warblers is undoubtedly the grasshopper warbler with its distinctive 'reeling' 
song. Western Cattle Egrets have bred here in recent years. Non-breeding regular 
visitors include black-tailed godwits and spotted redshanks. 
 
RSPB members should remember to bring their card; otherwise there is a £5 entrance 
fee (£3 concessions). 
 
Meet at the Guild at 8am or at the reserve at 9am. Burton Mere Wetlands is off the A540 
(Chester High Road) and just 10 minutes from the M56. Look out for the brown 
signposts on the A540. Otherwise turn down Puddington Lane - the reserve entrance is 
just outside Burton village near to Bishop Wilson Primary School. The post code for sat-
navs is CH64 5SF. 
 
We will probably move to the nearby Denhall Lane later in the afternoon. 
 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
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NEWS FROM THE GARDEN 
 
I went through to the kitchen one morning to put the kettle on and noticed this female 
pheasant in the garden. Not one of my 
usual garden visitors. I live in suburban 
Macclesfield but not too far from the edge 
– I reckon it is about 250 yards or so as 
the pheasant flies (or walks!) to the 
nearest open countryside. However, to 
get to my garden it would have had to 
cross at least 2 other gardens and a busy 
road. 
 
It spent some time wandering around 
under the feeders picking up scraps. It 
looks a little bit bedraggled since it was raining heavily at the time. I left it to carry on 
and noticed that it had disappeared about 15 minutes later. 
 
A bit later in the week I glanced out of the window and noticed a strange black and white 
bird in the garden. At first glance I thought that it was a feral pigeon – I get a lot of them 
in the garden. However a closer look revealed that the mystery bird was in fact a 
jackdaw. 
 
It had white flecks in the feathers all over its head, back and wings and its belly was 
light grey with dark spots. Quite the most unusual jackdaw I’ve ever seen. Jackdaws are 
regular visitors to the garden but I have never seen this bird before and I’ve never seen 
it again since. 

ROBERT D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


