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NEWSLETTER   APRIL 2019 

 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 26th April) 
 
Welcome to our final indoor meeting of the season. 
 
Tonight’s meeting will start at 7:15pm with our Annual General Meeting. 
 
This is an opportunity for all members to express any comments (or complaints) on the 
running of the Birdwatching Group and make your suggestions. Please make use of it. 
 
Following the AGM our speaker for the evening is Brian White with a talk entitled 
“Amazon Expedition”. Please join me in welcoming Brian to the Guild. 
 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is this weekend on Sunday 28th April to Tophill Low reserve in 
Yorkshire, departing from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
Tophill Low is one of Yorkshire's best nature reserves, recording over 160 different 
species. Featuring two reservoirs, marsh, mud lagoons, and woodland, the reserve has 
an extensive resident bird population and attracts many migrants. There are 12 hides 
dotted around the reserve. We last visited in 2015. 
 
A day pass to the nature reserve costs £3.50 for adults and £1.80 for concessions, but 
we may get a cheaper group rate. Toilets are available but note that no food is available 
on-site (hot drinks in the reception hide). 
 
Our final coach trip of the season is on Sunday 12th May to RSPB Ynis Hir reserve, 
departing from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
If you have watched the BBC’s Springwatch nature programme you will be familiar with 
Ynis Hir since it was based here a few years ago. The reserve is located on the Dovey 
estuary and mixes Welsh oak woodland with wet grassland and saltmarshes. It is 
particularly good for summer visitors such as redstarts, pied flycatchers and warblers 
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which all breed here. Little egrets also breed on the reserve. Raptors are frequent 
visitors here and the breeding Welsh ospreys are just half a mile down the road. 
 
The nature trails consist of three main trails: Saltmarsh (1.5 miles), Woodland (1.5 
miles), and Wetland (2.5 miles). There are seven hides, two viewpoints and an 
enormous 1.2 metre feeder outside the visitor centre. Hot drinks and snacks and toilet 
facilities are available here. Ynis Hir is an RSPB reserve so members should bring their 
cards (£6 entry fee for non-members). We last visited in 2014. 
 
Book your seat for both trips at the desk tonight. 
 
 
COACH TRIP TO SALTHOLME – 31 MARCH  2019 
 
It was a quieter than usual group which climbed aboard the very early coach for our trip 
to Saltholme. With the hour going forward during the night many of us (me included) 
didn’t sleep well in case we overslept and missed the coach. It was a narrow squeak for 
a couple of members who arrived exactly on time, but after Brian!! The normal stop at 
Hartshead Moor had us out of the coach, binoculars raised, counting the Rooks in the 
nearby rookery. There were plenty of passerines in the shrubs and hedges around the 
coach park and Brian noted ten different species in as many minutes. 
 
Saltholme is an RSPB reserve situated between Billingham and Middlesborough, 
surrounded by a huge industrial complex. Chimneys belched steam, pylons and 
enormous cranes straddled the landscape, gasometers and industrial plants – some 
now decommissioned, were in every direction. What chance for nature here? Yet this 
was our fourth trip to this very different reserve. 
 
On arrival we discovered that Winter Hours still applied on this Sunday, with the reserve 
closing at 4 pm, so it was to be an early start for home. On entering the Visitor Centre 
we scanned the “recent sightings” board and were pleasantly surprised. The feeders 
were well stocked and gave us great views of a good half dozen Tree Sparrows with a 
similar number of Goldfinches, Great Tit, Greenfinch all feeding up as if they hadn’t 
eaten in weeks! On the ground underneath the feeders were several Stock Doves, a 
couple of Mallards and one cheeky Coot taking advantage of an easy meal. 
 
The group then split, a few hardy souls taking the long Wilderness Trail to start with, the 
majority staying with Brian and dividing themselves between the two hides outside the 
main reserve. From the Phil Stead hide we saw a reasonable mix of ducks with Mallard, 
Gadwall, Tufties, Teal, Canada and Greylag Geese with a Little Egret proving an 
interesting diversion as he bobbed up and down feeding. Heading out to the Wildlife 
Watchpoint we stopped by The lake and counted two Great Crested Grebes, two Mute 
Swans and more raucous Black-headed Gulls. Throughout the reserve there were some 
lovely carvings of animals from Alice in Wonderland. By this view point was an 
enormous over life-sized carved model of the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. I do hope it 
wasn’t any of my subscription money that was wasted on this! So onwards to the 
Wildlife Watchpoint where we saw Teal, Pochard, Mallard, two Moorhens, more 
Goldfinches and a solitary male Chaffinch. 
 
We then retraced our steps back to the Visitor Centre meeting up with those who had 
walked the longest route. All reported seeing absolutely nothing other than the rear of a 
deer. Continuing on we followed the Dragonfly Trail to Saltholme Pools and the brand 
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new hide due to be officially opened the next day. At a convenient bend in the path by a 
screen, we stopped and peeped into pools and scanned over fields. We heard and saw 
a couple of Skylarks, Meadow Pipit, a female Wheatear, Heron and Curlew whilst a 
Kestrel flew overhead, eyes downwards hunting for prey. Around the pools we spotted 
two Ringed Plovers, one asleep and the other with its back to us. A Pied Wagtail ran 
along a muddy  bank. Finally we reached the new Saltholme hide and were dismayed 
by the lack of wildfowl. Obviously all the building work had disturbed the birds and they 
had deserted the reserve, hopefully for one season only. Yes, there were ducks and 
geese present, but in twos and threes rather than the tens or hundreds we were 
accustomed to. 
 
We added Shelduck, Cormorant, Red-breasted Merganser to the list whist lunch was 
munched. 
 
Again we went our separate ways, some walking around the reserve others taking a 
shorter route. I went round The Lake once more, calling in at Paddy’s Pool hide to 
watch a couple of Little Grebes ducking and diving. By now it was turned 2 pm and the 
sun had finally broken through the clouds giving a warm sunny afternoon. We admired a 
pristine Small Tortoiseshell butterfly looking gorgeous in the sunshine as it flitted around 
clumps of primroses. 
 
In the dry summer months a Saudi Arabian company pumps fresh water from its 
underground wells to maintain the health and sustainability of this wetland and the 
wildlife it supports. Last year, for example, it pumped about 100 Olympic sized 
swimming pools of fresh water to Saltholme. 
 
Back in the Visitor Centre we watched the birds on the feeders until the lure of the café 
proved irresistible. We were pleased to see other members had also succumbed. On 
the journey home whilst most of us snoozed, Jennifer saw a Red Kite bringing our total 
for the day to 63. 
 
This was surprisingly higher than in the previous two trips; in October 2012 we saw 54 
and 59 in November 2015. We all hope that this renovated, state of the art reserve 
manages to attract back the numbers of birds for which it is so well known. At the 
present time it is a well appointed reserve, but with very little wildlife. 
 

BARBARA P 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     Pochards 
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SUMMER CAR TRIPS 
 
The Committee proposes to run 2 local car trips over the summer. 
 
Goyt Valley, Wednesday 22nd May 
 
The woodland around Errwood reservoir and the upper Goyt Valley attracts numbers of 
summer migrants such as pied flycatcher, redstart, common sandpiper, tree pipit, and 
cuckoo. The uplands at Danebower hold ring ouzel, wheatear, meadow pipit, dipper, red 
grouse, short-eared owl and hobby. All have been seen on our trips here in recent 
years. 
 
Meet at the Guild at 7am or at “The Street” car park at Errwood reservoir dam (map ref 
SK 013 757) at 7.30am. 
 
 
Burton Mere Wetlands (Dee Estuary), Wednesday 5th June 
 
Burton Mere Wetlands straddle the border between England and Wales. Many years of 
hard work have restored reedbeds, fenland and farmland. There are 2 main hides and 
several viewpoints as well as 3 nature trails. Ducks, waders and other water birds can 
be expected here. Summer visitors include the aerobatic hobby and menacing marsh 
harrier. Ducklings are well on their way and are actively feeding. The highlight amongst 
the many warblers is undoubtedly the grasshopper warbler with its distinctive 'reeling' 
song. Western Cattle Egrets have bred here in recent years. Non-breeding regular 
visitors include black-tailed godwits and spotted redshanks. 
 
RSPB members should remember to bring their card; otherwise there is a £5 entrance 
fee (£3 concessions). 
 
Meet at the Guild at 8am or at the reserve at 9am. Burton Mere Wetlands is off the 
A540 (Chester High Road) and just 10 minutes from the M56. Look out for the brown 
signposts on the A540. Otherwise turn down Puddington Lane - the reserve entrance is 
just outside Burton village near to Bishop Wilson Primary School. The post code for sat-
navs is CH64 5SF. 
 
We intend moving to the nearby Denhall Lane later in the afternoon. 
 
 
 
WEEKEND AWAY TO SOLWAY  2020 
 

Keep this weekend free February 21 – 23rd. We are returning to the Solway and 
visiting Caerlaverock. Full details in the September newsletter and booking at the 
September and October meetings. 
 

BARBARA P 
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NEWS FROM THE GARDEN 
 
In early April I was lucky enough to have Bramblings visit the garden. These 
Scandinavian winter visitors turn up most years and it is always a pleasure to see them. 
 
First to arrive was a female. It was only 
present for a short time when I saw it and it 
spent its time on the sunflower feeder 
enjoying a good feed. It was easily 
distinguished from the resident Chaffinches 
by its orange chest. At the same time there 
were also Goldfinches, Siskins and 
Greenfinches present as a mixed finch flock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A week later I had another visitation by a 
Brambling but this time it was a male, told 
from the previous female by the black on 
the head. It preferred to sit in the apple 
tree and I never saw at the feeders. 
Rather frustratingly it never landed on the 
ground either where I would have been 
able to get a better photo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Also in April I had a much rarer visitor to 
the garden – a Carrion Crow! I often see 
them flying overhead or sitting in the trees 
around the area but generally they never 
land in the garden. Other corvids are not 
so shy. I get lots of Jackdaws (6 or more 
daily), Magpies (1 or 2 daily), and Jays 
(occasionally), but not Carrion Crows. This 
one spent a short time looking for morsels 
under the feeders but then spent more 
time probing in the lawn elsewhere 
presumably looking for insects. 
 
ROBERT D 
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
 
 
NEXT SEASON 
 
Our first meeting of the new season will be on Friday 27th September at 7:30pm when 
our speaker will be Ian Newton with a talk entitled “The Canadian Rockies”. 
 
First coach trip of the new season will be to perennial favourite Spurn reserve on 
Sunday 27th October, departing from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
Have a good summer and we hope to see you again in the autumn (but don’t forget 
Ynis Hir and the summer car trips!). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


