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NEWSLETTER   SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 27th September) 
 
A warm welcome to all as we begin the 52nd season of the Wilmslow Guild 
Birdwatching Group. As usual your Committee has been working hard to assemble an 
exciting programme of indoor and outdoor events that we hope will both entertain and 
educate the members over the coming year. 
 
In a change to the advertised programme our speaker this evening is Brian Anderson. 
Brian was last with us in 2017 when he gave an excellent talk about The Galápagos 
Islands. 
 
Brian is a Wirral based photographer who has been afflicted with wanderlust for more 
than 35 years. He has given talks throughout the UK and Europe. His images and 
articles have been published in travel brochures, photographic journals, and lifestyle 
magazines. 
 
Brian's talk this evening is ''Antarctica Portfolio'. The stunning images capture the raw 
but ravishing beauty and wildlife of these remote and unique places. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Brian for what I am sure will be a very entertaining 
evening. 
 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Our first coach trip is on Sunday 27th October to Spurn nature reserve on the Yorkshire 
coast, departing from the Guild at 7:30am.  
 
Over the years Spurn has proved to be a very successful destination for our first trip 
because this reserve can be exceptionally good at this time of year - just about anything 
can turn up here while migration is in full swing. A good variety of seabirds, waders and 
wildfowl can be found on the coast and pools, while migrating passerines can be found 
on the extensive scrub and bush area. There are toilets and a café available on site. 
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The next coach trip after that is on Sunday 24th November to Martin Mere and Lunt 
Meadows reserves in Lancashire, departing from the Guild at 8am. 
 
Book your seat for both trips at the desk. 

 
 

WEEKEND  AWAY  21 - 23  FEBRUARY 2020 
 

Continuing in the by now well established tradition, your committee has decided this 
year to return to Solway and the small hotel which made us welcome last time. We will 
be staying at the Bruce Hotel, Newton Stewart. 
Booking Forms are available tonight.  
 
COST  £175 per person sharing. 

We have 9 double/twin rooms at £175. 
We have 9 single rooms at £195. 
Any extra rooms required will be at a nearby hotel at the same price 

 DEPOSIT of £70 per person payable by 25 October 2019 
 BALANCE of £105 per person + any supplement + packed lunch money 
payable by December meeting – 06 December 2019. 

 For non members of Birdwatching Group there is also a £15 supplement. 
 
 Cheques payable to WILMSLOW GUILD please. 
 
The terms we have obtained from the hotel are very competitive, representing an 
excellent discount for the weekend on the current published rate. 
 
INCLUDES Coach Travel 
 2 Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast 
 
HOTEL The Bruce Hotel, 88 Queen Street, Newton Stewart. 
 01671 402294 
 
Members in the nearby hotel will stay on a B & B basis and eat at the Bruce in the 
evening. 
 
We will be leaving the Guild at 7.30 am on the FRIDAY morning. This will mean that 
you may wish to take a packed lunch with you for Friday. 
 
Packed lunches from the hotel will be available on the other days if required.  
 Price £6.50 per person per day if ordered on the Booking Form. 
 
We aim to be back at the Guild early SUNDAY evening – approx. 7.30 pm. 
 
As these trips have proved extremely popular over the last few years we would 
recommend that you make a firm booking early so that we can give priority to our 
members. Please see Barbara tonight with your booking form and deposit money. 
 
Our itinerary for the weekend is as follows.  
 
Friday: Leaving Wilmslow at 7.30 am, we intend to stop at Caerlaverock, a WWT 
reserve, for about 5 hours aiming to arrive at the hotel 5.30 - 6.00 pm. 
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Saturday: Portpatrick for the Black Guillemots and various stops around Loch Ryan. 
 
Sunday: Loch Ken and the Solway coast, Southerness and/or Carsethorn depending on 
the weather!!! We aim to be back in Wilmslow 7.30 to 8.00 pm. 
 
Don’t forget to bring your RSPB and WWT cards with you this weekend. 
 
 
For those of you who have not been away with us before, you will enjoy some excellent 
birding at a number of sites and habitats in the area. Members will be willing to assist 
those without binoculars or telescopes to ensure that nothing is missed! Birding skills 
are NOT required as others will be on hand to help with finding and identifying birds for 
you. Our evening meal is a relaxed, enjoyable, sociable get-together. 
 
Remember, as we will be birding on the way, DON’T put your optics in your case! 
 
As we did last year, we would request that all members fill in the ICE form (In Case of 
Emergency). 

 
Cancellation charges 
After 28 October 2019: loss of deposit plus a charge to cover fixed costs. 
After 01 February 2020: no refund. 
 
Any refund due will be paid after the trip. 
 
Please keep this page for future reference. 
 
Copies of the booking form and ICE form are included at the end of the e-newsletter. 
You may wish to print your booking form and fill it in ahead of the meeting. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 
The Christmas meal this year is planned for Saturday 14th December. We will have our 
morning car trip to Chelford for some birdwatching followed by lunch at the Egerton 
Arms Pub at 1230pm. 
 
There is a choice of 2 courses for £18.95 or 3 courses for £23.95. The menu will be sent 
out with the October newsletter. 
 
The address for the Egerton Arms is: 
Knutsford Road 
Chelford 
Cheshire SK11 9BB 
 
There will be no need for a deposit this year but full payment will need to be made and 
orders placed by the November meeting. Annette will start collecting orders at the 
October meeting (cheques payable to Wilmslow Guild). 
 
For any further information contact Annette. 
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COACH TRIP TO TOPHILL LOW NATURE RESERVE - 28 MARCH 2019 
 
 
A good number of enthusiastic birders set off 
promptly at 7.30am from Wilmslow. The 
weather had improved from the continuous rain 
on the previous day and although cool, 
remained dry with a few bursts of sunshine. 
Tophill Low is a large Nature Reserve adjacent 
to the River Hull between Driffield and Beverley 
with two reservoirs, mud lagoons, marsh and 
woodland, and having twelve hides around the 
reserve. 
 
We were given an introductory talk by one of the 
wardens in a new Visitor Centre with large 
windows overlooking the D reservoir. He promised 
us the availability of hot drinks and warmth from the wood burner fire later in the day. Here we 
initially saw tufted ducks, coot, and goldeneye. There was a group of swans that he referred to as 

the teenagers with nowhere else to go! Then we 
watched a kestrel being mobbed by a lapwing. 
We went off in groups; four of us were the last to 
go as we looked for and admired three green 
Marsh Frogs, new to us, in the stream near the 
bridge. We were such a select group that we 
realised we didn’t have a scope between us but as 
usual, when with other birders and something 
interesting was to be seen at a distance, someone 
was very willing to share views though theirs. 
 
Walking through the woods, the air was full of 
birdsong but the burgeoning foliage made it quite 
difficult to find the birds. Wren, chaffinch, 

blackbird, robin, blackcap, willow warbler were there in abundance and gradually 
discovered. 
 
In the North Marsh Hide we saw greylag 
geese, mallard, cormorant and black- 
headed gulls, having just missed several 
little egrets. On the path near the reeds, 
having watched a male blackcap singing, 
we looked and debated about the birds 
hiding and singing in the reeds. Eventually 
one popped up and showed itself to be a 
reed warbler. 
 
At the viewpoint over the O reservoir we 
were enchanted by the common terns with 
their elegant acrobatics over the water 
intermingling with the swallows and sand martins, all avoiding the several great crested 
grebes. 

 
Little Ringed Plover 

Great Crested Grebe with Perch 

Marsh Frog 
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And so down to the South Marsh East Hide, 
which was packed, mainly with our group. The 
lagoon was also pretty full of birds, two 
pintails, shelducks, black-headed and 
herring gulls and one of the stars of the 
day, a bar-tailed godwit. Apparently, it has 
much shorter thighs than the black-tailed 
godwit, which helps to identify it. A marsh 
harrier appeared to drop down into the 
reeds and stayed there. As our group 
gradually moved out, we had our lunch and 
waited. We were well rewarded as the 

harrier emerged and flew around for quite a 

time with prey in its talons. Long dangling legs, so was it a frog? Some little egrets flew 
across and an oystercatcher appeared on the small island near the hide and suddenly 
we noticed two little ringed plovers busy on the shingle there. 

 
Moving on, we passed a beautiful bank of 
cowslips, wild flowers were in abundance 
here, blue ground ivy, white garlic mustard 
and yellow archangel and tree blossom 
providing nectar for the many flying 
insects around. 
 
Entering South Marsh West Hide we were 
privileged to see a pair of garganeys on 
the far side. They were ready for their 
afternoon siesta and the male was rather 

elusive but we still had good views of him and 
the female with her head tucked in her wing; 
this was a highlight for us. 
Views from the elevated hide over the lagoon 
gave Canada geese and oystercatcher then 
someone spotted a wren making a nest in a 
pile of dried grass, bringing moss to go round 
the entrance. Meanwhile, on the O reservoir, 
were goldeneye and many sand martins 
skimming the surface for insects. 
 

On the way to Watton Wood hide, garden 
warbler and lesser whitethroat were heard by 
other members of the group. The lake there had redshank, curlew, nesting black-
headed gulls and sharp eyes spotted a common sandpiper. 
 
Other members of the group saw a tawny owl low in a tree being mobbed by blackbirds. 
An avocet in flight was spotted, cetti’s warblers were heard but not seen and another 
special for a couple of our group was an osprey seen flying over the D reservoir, where 
there were several more goldeneyes. 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

Garganey (pair) 

Pheasant (female) 
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 All the wagtails were on view around 
the reservoirs, including the white 
wagtail, a sub-species of the pied 
wagtail. This reserve is known for 
having yellow wagtails, our group saw 
several, but not 250, which have been 
noted at times on the reservoir walls. 
 
 Back in the Visitor Centre people 
warmed up with hot drinks and enjoyed 
views of the various finches, tree 
sparrows and a great spotted 
woodpecker on the feeders and trees 
outside. The coach left at the 
appointed time, making an uneventful 
journey back, except for good views for several members of a final swoop in salute from 
a red kite. 
 
Altogether, we saw 84 species plus the white wagtail, this being the highest one day 
total recorded in recent years. 
 

TINA G 
 
 
CAWOS INDOOR MEETINGS 2018 - 2019 
 

All meetings are held in the hall at St Vincent's Roman Catholic Church, Tatton Street, 
Knutsford, WA16 6HR on the first Friday of the month, unless otherwise stated - 
please check the programme. There is a large and free car park off Tatton Street 
close to the hall. 
  
An entrance fee of £2.00 to members and £4.00 for non-members will be charged at all 
meetings except the AGM when there will be free admission. A coffee break is taken 
halfway through the evening. The doors open at 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start. 
 
Details of the next meeting are as follows –  
 
4th October 2019  
‘BIRDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE’ by Dr James Pearce-Higgins, BTO 

Climate change has risen up the social and political agenda, and is now much 
discussed in the media. We are fortunate in the UK to have a wealth of long-running 
survey and monitoring data with which to understand how climate change is affecting 
our natural environment. James will use these data to summarise how birds in the UK 
have been affected by climate change in recent decades, particularly drawing upon 
analysis of BTO's long-running datasets. He will consider the ways in which climate 
change affects species, and how the UK avifauna may change in the future. Finally, he 
will conclude with some signs of hope, showing how the right action can increase the 
resilience of the natural world to climate change. 

 

Yellow Wagtail 
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PHOTO REQUEST FROM CAWOS 
 
We have received the following request from CAWOS - 
 
CAWOS is always looking for good quality photographs to be considered for inclusion in 
the annual Bird Report, currently for 2018 and 2019. Mark Woodhead who contributed 
photographs for the 2016 report has agreed to collate high quality photographs for 
possible inclusion in Cheshire Bird Reports. Good quality photographs of birds seen in 
Cheshire should be sent to Mark at woodheadmwla@aol.com All species will be 
considered and obviously if you were lucky enough to get good shots of rarities they are 
a must!! Location date and year are essential. 
 

Can you please draw the above to the attention of members in your Society, either in 
your News Letter or at one of your in-door meetings? Hopefully members with a keen 
interest in bird photography, will consider submitting their best picture to be considered 
for the Cheshire Bird Report. 
 
Kind regards. 
 
Ted Lock 
CAWOS Secretary 
 
A chance for all you budding photographers out there to see your photos in the 
Cheshire Bird Report! 
 
 
WEBSITE NEWS 
 
For articles on Birding on Fuerteventura (Canary Islands) and Birding on a Cruise from 
Barcelona to Rome please visit Peter’s Page on the Group website at 
http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CIRCULATION LIST 
 
Your Committee encourages all members to sign up to receive your copy of the monthly 
newsletter by email. The advantage for the Guild is the requirement to print less paper 
copies, while for members the advantages are twofold – you receive your newsletter a 
few days before the meeting and you still receive your newsletter even if you can’t come 
to the meeting. 
 
If you were on the circulation list from last season you need take no action – you will 
continue to receive the newsletter by email. However we will be checking the 
membership list towards the end of the year and any members who have not rejoined 
will be removed from the list. 
 
New members can add their names and email addresses to the list by leaving a note at 
the desk at any meeting, or by emailing your details to Robert. Please remember to 
inform us if you change your email address! 
 
 
 

mailto:woodheadmwla@aol.com
http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page
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NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 25th October at 7:30pm when our speaker will be 
Jim Almond with a talk entitled “2014 – Jim’s Big Year”. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
 
 
 
 


