
Page 1 

 
 

Visit our website at http://wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/wgbg 

 
 

NEWSLETTER   NOVEMBER 2019 

 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 22nd November) 
 
Tonight we welcome the return of Pauline Greenhalgh who will show us her 
photographs and give a talk entitled “A Shot at Wildlife”. 
 
Pauline has been ‘doing’ photography for nigh on 45 years now. The photography 
seriously took off in 2005 when she began to afford better cameras and lenses and 
moved from slide film to digital – and so bird photography is only a recent addition in the 
last 10 or 11 years – but she has packed some work into that time! She retired in 2009 
and at that point she decided to concentrate her efforts and really live for photography! 
 
Pauline last visited us nearly 2 years ago in January 2018. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Pauline for what I am sure will be a very entertaining 
evening. 
 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is this weekend on Sunday 24th November to Martin Mere and Lunt 
Meadows reserves, departing from the Guild at 8am. 
 
Regular members should be familiar with the WWT reserve at Martin Mere which 
attracts large numbers of wintering wildfowl, waders, and usually a few raptors.  An 
entrance fee is charged here (currently £11-05 at the group rate or £9-38 for 
concessions), so members of the WWT should bring their cards for free entry. Toilets 
and an excellent restaurant and shop are available here. 
 
Lunt Meadows Nature Reserve, run by the Wildlife Trust For Lancashire, is a new 
venue for us. This wetland nature reserve, nestled along the meandering River Alt in 
North Merseyside, wasn’t always the wildlife wonderland it is today. Between 2012 and 
2014 it was intensively farmed arable land, and only when it was bought by the 
Environment Agency for use as a flood storage reservoir did Lunt Meadows become a 
real destination for bird watchers. A star attraction here are the Short-eared Owls.  
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A number of paths run around the reserve – these are unsurfaced and can be rough 
underfoot. Wellies are recommended in winter months and wet periods. Entrance is free 
but there are no facilities here. 
 
Book your seat at the desk. 
 
Our December field trip is a car outing to the Chelford area followed by Christmas lunch. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 
The Christmas meal this year is planned for Saturday 14th December. We will have our 
morning car trip to Chelford for some birdwatching followed by lunch at the Egerton 
Arms Pub at 1230pm. 
 
There is a choice of 2 courses for £18.95 or 3 courses for £23.95. A copy of the menu 
for the Xmas Fayre was included with the October e-newsletter. 
 
The address for the Egerton Arms is: 
Knutsford Road 
Chelford 
Cheshire SK11 9BB 
 
Annette will be collecting orders and payments at tonight’s meeting (cheques payable to 
Wilmslow Guild). 
 
For any further information contact Annette. 
 
Directions for the car trip 
 
Meet at the Guild at 8:45am or at the pull-in on the Alderley Edge to Chelford Road 
(B5359) approximately a third of a mile north of the Chelford roundabout (map ref 
SJ819747) at 9am. This is almost opposite AutoFlow. 
 
We expect to move later in the morning to Lapwing Lane, Chelford. Lapwing Lane is the 
second road on the left about half a mile south of Chelford roundabout when travelling 
down the A535 (map ref SJ816734). 
 
As conditions underfoot can be muddy at this time of year, it is advisable to wear 
good, waterproof footwear – Wellingtons/rubber boots may be best if you have 
them. 
 
 
WEBSITE NEWS 
 
For an article on Birding on a Cruise to Spain – September 2019 please visit Peter’s 
Page on the Group website at   http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page 
 

http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page
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FIELD TRIP TO SPURN NATURE RESERVE - 27th OCTOBER 2019 
 
Twenty seven bird watchers boarded the coach to Spurn “Yorkshire’s very own Lands 
End“. Having had an extra hour sleep the mood was cheerful, and the Autumn morning 

was promisingly bright. 
En route very little wild life could be seen 
through the windows of the coach, crows, 
magpie, gulls were spotted and distant swans.  
Acres of ploughed fields and pasture with 
tightly cut hedges were noted, empty of any 
sign of life. 
 
Arriving at Kilnsea some members popped 
into the Crown and Anchor car park to spot a 
Wood Pigeon and Carrion crow. Later in the 
day a male Ring Ouzel was spotted in a field  
behind the pub by sharp-eyed Brian. Onto the 
path opposite the pub where Little Egret, 
Shelduck, and 2 Redshanks were seen in the 
distance on a shingle bank. By now we felt 

very wind-blown as strong cold winds swept across the Humber Estuary. We called in at 
the churchyard, no feathered friends. 
 
Onwards then to the Observatory. Here we 
saw a Tree Sparrow and many House 
Sparrows on the hedges and on the feeders, 
Goldfinches flew overhead. Following the road 
and past the large caravan site we arrived at 
Apple Tree cottage where birds generally 
congregate at the feeders and scrump on 
fallen apples. No birds today. Further on, 
noticing a large field of sunflowers we thought 
maybe we would spot birds feeding on the 
seeds of these enormous flowers, nothing! 
Looking across the fields a lone Barn Swallow 
swooped fast and low, how will it survive the 
cold wind and weather, will it manage to return 
home? 
 
Arriving at the Discovery Centre a Curlew flew over and there was another flock of 
Goldfinches. This was a good sheltered spot to have lunch at the picnic tables. Others 
from the group arrived, well wrapped up against the cold strong wind. Woolly hats, 
scarves and gloves all had been donned for extra warmth. They reported they had seen 
two Goldcrest chicks ringed, “so sweet and tiny“, but the ringers were leaving to go 
home, “not a good day for birds.” 
 
So we moved on to try spot the highlight of the day, Little Bunting, a rare visitor that 
breeds in a mix of Birch and Conifer from Finland to Siberia; only a few stray west to 
northern coasts. Reports said the bird had been spotted there over two weeks. We 
waited at the Heligoland trap, apples staked to the trees to attract this little bird which 
had been seen on numerous occasions the day before. We waited a bit more, eyes 
straining at every movement, a Great Tit showed up but not the Little Bunting, so off we 

Goldcrest 

Stonechat 
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walked to Canal Scrape hide. The high winds had not eased up so a rest in a hide was 
a good plan. Here we saw Little Grebe, Mallard, 2 Moorhens and a number of 
magnificent Hebridean sheep. A large flock of Starlings flew over, Magpie and Kestrel 
showed up too. A friendly man in the hide told us that Mealy Redpoll and Common 
Redstart had been seen at the Friends of Spurn caravan site, near the fourth caravan 
along. This is a private site but ignoring the sign, we found the described spot. We 
waited, joined by three others, and waited. The couple had also seen the birds earlier. 

 
No sign now of them, so we left. 
We made our way to the path running along 
the estuary to be rewarded with 2 Brent Geese 
grazing on the edge of the shingle, 
Oystercatcher calling whilst flying, and 2 
Curlews flying to land nearby calling their 
wonderful song. A Greenfinch perched in a 
nearby bush. Walking towards us we saw a 
figure well wrapped up, bent against the high 
wind no flesh showing at all and wearing large 
sunglasses. It was difficult to ID this member 
of our group. (The sun had been low and 
bright all day with an almost cloudless sky). 
She told us a few brave souls had walked to 
the Lighthouse  “A tough walk in the wind, it 

was like a sandstorm en route but saw 4 Shore Larks and close up view of a Grey 
Plover”. 
 
A hot cup of tea was required by now so we adjourned to the Crown and Anchor. 
Feeling refreshed and wrapping up well again we made our way down the road, ready 
to board the coach. We stopped to look at a resting Roe Deer in the field. Across the 
road, leaning on a farm gate with a huge hawthorn hedge loaded with red berries by it, 
we spotted Redwing, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Robin and an amazing Greater Spotted 
Woodpecker in flight ended our day of bird watching. 
 
Others in the group had a more successful 
day in spite of the inclement wind, a collective 
field count of 62 was a pleasing result. The 
completed list: 
 
Mute and Hooper Swan, Canada Goose, 
Pheasant, Gannet, Cormorant, Sparrowhawk, 
Merlin, Peregrine, Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, 
Knot, Sanderling, Dunlin, Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Turnstone, Arctic Skua, Black-headed Gull, 
Common Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-
backed Gull, Stock Dove, Collared Dove, 
Jackdaw, Rook, Goldcrest, Shore Lark, Wren, 
Ring Ouzel, Song Thrush, Stonechat, 
Chaffinch, Twite, Snow Bunting, and Reed 
Bunting. 
 
Spurn’s iconic landscape is a constantly changing feature of Yorkshire’s coastline and 
always at the mercy of the elements, those who stayed inland had less success finding 

Grey Plover 
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birds than those who ventured further afield, but all agreed we had an enjoyable day in 
spite of the cold high winds. 
 

Photos by Robert  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roe Deer 
 

JENNY I 
 
 
CAWOS INDOOR MEETINGS 2018 - 2019 
 

All meetings are held in the hall at St Vincent's Roman Catholic Church, Tatton Street, 
Knutsford, WA16 6HR on the first Friday of the month, unless otherwise stated - 
please check the programme. There is a large and free car park off Tatton Street 
close to the hall. 
  
An entrance fee of £2.00 to members and £4.00 for non-members will be charged at all 
meetings except the AGM when there will be free admission. A coffee break is taken 
halfway through the evening. The doors open at 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start. 
 
Details of the next meeting are as follows –  
 
6th December 2019 
‘AN INDIAN WINTER’ by Keith Offord 
Anyone who has travelled to the Indian Subcontinent cannot have returned unmoved. 
There are few countries in the world which offer such an exotic sensation. This talk 
explores the fabulous wildlife of the area, starting with the extraordinary waterbird oasis 
of Bharatpur, home to endangered Siberian Cranes, psychedelic kingfishers and every 
imaginable heron and egret, then onto the emblem of Indian conservation, the elusive 
tigers of Bandhavgarh. Along the way stunning wildlife is punctuated with some of the 
greatest cultural riches in the world.  
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WEEKEND AWAY TO SOLWAY 
 
The balance for the weekend away is due by the December meeting on 6th December. 
 
It would be a great help and much appreciated if payment could be made at the 
November meeting wherever possible. Make cheques payable to Wilmslow Guild. 
 
Please remember to fill out and bring your ICE form as well. 
 

BARBARA P 
 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS ON THE DEE & MERSEY 
 
Sunday 8th December RSPB Raptorwatch at Parkgate. 
1pm-dusk. 
 
Join us for a chance to see up to seven different birds of prey including peregrine and 
merlin, plus two types of owl that all make their home on the RSPB Dee Estuary nature 
reserve. With its panoramic views of the saltmarsh, Parkgate is one of the best places 
to watch for the birds hunting. Stick around until dusk for a chance to see the graceful 
and endangered hen harriers flying into roost for the night on the marsh close to the Old 
Baths car park, plus a ghostly barn owl emerging to hunt. No booking required, come 
along any time between 1pm and sunset. Dress appropriately for the weather and don't 
forget your binoculars! Public toilets and various pubs and cafes are situated close by 
along Parkgate promenade. 
 
TELEPHONE 0151 353 2720 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.  
 
 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
The next meeting is in just 2 weeks time on Friday 6th December at 7:30pm, when the 
speaker is Robert Davidson (your newsletter editor) who will give a short talk entitled 
“Svalbard – A Polar Wilderness”. 
 
Afterwards we will be having our Christmas Buffet where nibbles and drinks will be 
available. There will be a nominal charge of £1 per person if you attend the buffet. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
 


