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NEWSLETTER   JANUARY 2020 

 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 24th January) 
 
Tonight we welcome the return of Dave Brotton who will give a talk entitled “Wildlife – 
Close to Home”. 
 
Dave is a wildlife photographer based in Altrincham. He has been seriously taking 
wildlife photographs since 2009 but never had the time he wanted to dedicate to it until 
recently. He finished full time employment at the end of 2015 so took the opportunity to 
be a full time photographer. 
 
As well as spending many hours around his local patch, he has been lucky enough to 
have travelled extensively and has had the chance to build up a large image library. 
Dave visited us for the first time in 2018. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Dave for what I am sure will be a very entertaining 
evening. 
 
COACH TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is this weekend on Sunday 26th January to the Fylde Coast, 
departing from the Guild at 8am. 
 
Lancashire’s Fylde coast encompasses the area from the Ribble estuary at Preston to 
the Wyre estuary at Fleetwood. Expect lots of seabirds, wildfowl and waders, with 
hopefully a few small birds and raptors in the mix as well. We will explore the coast from 
Lytham, Fairhaven Lake up to Fleetwood marine lakes, and Rossall Point before 
heading back to Marton Mere near Stanley Park, Blackpool. 
 
Book your seat at the desk. 
 
Our February coach trip is the weekend away to the Solway Coast. 
 



 

 
 
 

SOLWAY   FEBRUARY 21 – 23   Pre-trip IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
Our trip is only a few weeks away now and below is some important pre-trip 
information. 
 
EMERGENCY PHONE CONTACTS for the whole weekend will be Barbara and Brian. 
        
The coach will leave promptly at 7.30am on FRIDAY 21 February from the usual pick-
up place on the corner of Bourne St and Altrincham Road. Please ensure that you 
arrive by 7.15am so that all luggage can be loaded before departure time. 
 
Cars can be parked at the back of the Guild for the weekend. Please make sure that 
you don’t park on the yellow-hatched lines. 
 
If you haven’t already done so, please will you complete an ICE form and hand it to me 
at the meeting on 24 January. There are still a lot outstanding! 
 
We will be stopping at Caerlaverock WWT for about 5 hours on the way, so please 
remember to bring your binoculars/telescopes etc and packed lunch onto the coach – 
do not leave them in your suitcase! Please also remember to bring your RSPB and 
WWT cards with you. 
 
There will be 30 members on the coach and so not much spare room. If you have a 
spare seat next to you, please will you accept day sacks etc from members sharing 
double seats.  
 
Breakfast will be at 8.00 am each morning at your hotel. Dinner at The Bruce for 
everyone at 7.30 pm, our usual sociable get together! 
 
Finally let’s hope for another enjoyable trip with good birding. 
 

BARBARA P 
 
 
WEBSITE NEWS 
 
For an article on a Celebrity Guided Birding Week in the Scottish Highlands please visit 
Peter’s Page on the Group website at 

http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page 
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COACH TRIP TO LUNT MEADOWS AND MARTIN MERE - 24TH NOVEMBER 2019 
 
30 Birding Group members climbed onto the coach in Wilmslow on a misty and gloomy 
morning. It was The Wilmslow Festive 5k run this morning so there was a steady stream 
of sports clad enthusiasts walking along to the start. They think that we are mad and we 
are not too sure about them! It was a bit 
cool for flimsy shorts! 
 
We set off along the motorways towards 
the Lancashire coast. Being inveterate 
birders we checked for birds to start our 
day list but they were scarce and I only 
noted a Carrion Crow in each field and a 
Magpie every half mile on the hard 
shoulder. 
 
An essential detour for our first stop - 
toilets on the sea front at Crosby! It was 
high tide so only the heads of the 
Gormley statues were sticking up out of 
the water. Nonetheless I was able to 
expand my day list. A flock of soggy 
looking feral pigeons were mooching about near the car park and on the grassed area 
there were Gulls, Black- Headed, Common, and Herring and a small flock of Starlings. 
There was Cormorant and Shelduck on the sea. 
 
We moved on to Lunt Meadows, a new reserve for several Members. The Meadows are 
a 77 hectare flood basin for The River Alt and rather lacking in facilities such bird hides. 
We had to make do with screens. 

 
The main barrier was closed when we 
arrived so we all trudged about 400m 
down to the car park. As we walked 
down, and right from the start, we were 
all treated to several large skeins of 
Pink-footed Geese identified by their 
constant ‘wink - wink’ call. There was 
also a large number of Pheasants 
foraging in the crops in the fields. Once 
we reached the car park we searched 
nearby bushes and found Reed Bunting, 
Robin, and Blackbird. 
 
From there and as far as I could tell the 
birders split into three groups, one 
larger, one small, and one of a single 

person. The single person group was rewarded by a sighting of Short-eared Owl. 
 
The group which I was in moved on to The Main Pool and was rewarded with a large 
number of ducks; Wigeon, Mallard, Tufted, Teal, Shoveller, and Gadwall. There were 

Barn owl at Lunt Meadows 

Whooper Swan 



 

 
 
 

also Coot, Moorhen, Mute Swan, Greylag Geese, and Grey Heron, and in the air there 
were Snipe, Lapwing, Kestrel, and Bar Tailed Godwit. We then moved on to the screen 
overlooking No1 Reedbed but this did not yield anything to be added to my day list but 
looking back over the Garganey Scrape we caught brief glimpses of Pintail and 
Goosander. 
 
The lone birder then met us with a report of a Short-eared Owl seen from the flood 
barrier of the river. We climbed up onto the bank beside The Pump Station. No Owl, but 
we got good views of Sparrowhawk, Buzzard, and Blue Tit, and Robin in the shrubs and 
Wood Pigeon across in the fields studiously ignoring the gas fired bird scarer that was 
sounding off at regular intervals. I could also see Magpie and Jackdaw.We continued 
the circuit of the reserve, whilst seeing many birds the only thing that I added to my list 
was Coot and Starling. 
 
We got back to the car park and were just turning back towards our coach when there 
was a cry of ‘Barn Owl’ so we hurried over to where the smaller group was gathered 

and were rewarded with a distant but clear 
view of this bird. 
 
Time to move on and we climbed back 
into the coach and the majority took 
advantage of the journey time to have 
their lunch. Initially it was a torturous route 
which made drinking tea or coffee a bit 
tricky but we soon arrived at our second 
venue, Martin Mere. This is a much more 
civilized experience with hides and seats! 
 
I first walked along to The Ron Barker hide 
to add Whooper Swan to the day list. Then 
a much more satisfying view of a Barn 

Owl although it was being harried by a Carrion Crow. I also got splendid views of two 
Marsh Harriers looking for their lunch. I walked back along to the Kingfisher Hide where 
there are bird feeders to attract the smaller birds and expanded my day list with 
Chaffinch, Dunnock, Coal Tit, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush and 
Great Tit. There was also Little Egret, Moorhen, and Little Grebe. 
 
I then walked back to the main hide to watch the feeding of the swans although this is a 
bit of a misnomer as there are not so many swans on the reserve but hundreds of ducks 
all jostling greedily for that grain. There was not many species that I had not seen at 
Lunt Meadows but much closer views were on offer and I did add Shelduck and 
Redshank and rather aggressive Ruff which would only allow one of their species near 
the food at any one time. 
 
I walked the main route and visited all of the hides up to the Harrier Hide but with no 
further additions to the day list. 
 

Ruff 



 

 
 
 

It was now dusk and getting increasingly difficult for viewing or photography so I made 
my way back to our coach and the journey home happy with our bird list total of 62 
species. 
 
On examining the list that is passed around the coach I noted a number of species were 
included that I hadn't seen. These were Grey Partridge, Water Rail, Goldcrest, Wren, 
Tree Sparrow, Nuthatch, and Stonechat. 
 

Photos by Chris S and Robert D 
CHRIS S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barn Owl at Martin Mere 
 
 
RING-NECKED PARAKEETS 
 
The green invasion has hit Wilmslow! 
 
I was thrilled to see two Ring-necked Parakeets 
in my Yew tree just before Xmas and moments 
later on my feeder. Certainly a new bird for my 
garden list. I have just heard reports of three 
birds in the Carrs and Pownall Park area, so keep 
your eyes peeled. 
 
STEVE McG 
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CHRISTMAS TRIP, CHELFORD SAND QUARRIES 
 
It was the 14th December and the last field trip of the 2019 birding year. We met at 
9.00am at a Chelford layby parking area. The weather looked bright and promising after 
days of dark and damp that had left the Cheshire winter fields submerged and sodden 
under vast areas of standing water. 
 
The area was the heart of the UK’s most important silica sand extraction sites and for 
those that did not know it comes as a surprise to see the extent of the quarrying taking 
place and how it is only when you explore the area on foot that you realize the impact 
on the landscape and how large an operation it is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The flooded footpath at Mere Farm Sand Quarry 
 

Our first visit was to the Mere Farm Sand Quarry which now comprises of two pools, 
North and South separated by a public footpath. The effect the recent wet weather was 
bought home to us as the footpath was completely underwater and as such impassable 
making access to the rest of the site impossible. We had hoped to see Snipe on the 
island but were unlucky but there was a flock of Black Headed Gulls taking refuge on 
the semi submerged fenceposts that were the only visible indicator of the route of the 
footpath. 
 
A condition attached to the original Planning approval for permission to extract sand 
was that the site be restored and landscaped to form a Nature Reserve and be 
managed as such. However, there has been a subsequent planning application 
submitted for the water area to be used for recreational purposes, a use that would be 
in clear conflict with its Nature Reserve designation. It was the detailed recording of the 
subsequent colonization of the site by bird life that was compiled by Brian and Alison 
that formed a substantial part of evidence used to defeat the application. It’s regrettably 
not the end of the story as a further modified application has been submitted and as yet 
to be determined. A very apt example of the importance of recording local species in 
safeguarding such fragile resources. 
 
Unable to explore the site further we headed back to the cars, a timely decision as the 
sky became leaden and the rain poured down looking at one stage that the weather was 



 

 
 
 

set in for the rest of the day. At one point it even started to sleet, but as suddenly it 
started, so it passed. Blue sky reappeared. Our next site was Lapwing Hall pool. 

 
This is another completed extraction site but 
with more established landscaping. 
Accessed through a mature woodland the 
site comprised of a large lake with a 
pathway around the perimeter and a richer 
population of birds. Shelduck, Wigeon, 
Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Pintail, Shoveler, 
Pochard and Tufted Duck were all present. 
It was here that the most unusual of the 
days sightings was seen, a single Red 
Crested Pochard with its striking coral-red 
bill, a rare winter visitor which occasionally 
shows up in Cheshire, possibly a feral bird? 

Also present were Greylag and Canada Geese, Great Crested and Little Grebes. 
 
 
Our last site of the day was Acre Nook where the access is more restricted. The site is 
the largest visited covering some 179 acres and along with the other quarry sites in the 
area supplied over 1m tons of silica sand a 
year principally for the manufacture of glass. 
Flooding of the quarry was due to be 
completed in 2020 and will be used for a 
variety of water sports such as sailing, rowing, 
windsurfing and fishing. While we were there, 
we saw Shelduck, Crested Grebe and Grey 
Heron. 
 
Other birds we saw throughout the morning 
included Blackbird, Redwing, Lapwing, Lesser 
Black Backed Gulls, Woodpigeons, Raven, 
Buzzard, Magpie, Jackdaw, Long Tailed Tits, 
Starling, Pied Wagtail, Meadow Pipit, Chaffinch, Greenfinch and Goldfinch. In total 36 
species. 
 
We had 14 in total on the trip – 13 for the first stop before the rain, and having lost 3, we 
gained one to have 11 for the second part. 
 
At the end of each of our birding trips I always ask myself the question what was my 
“bird of the day”? Often a difficult question. This time there was a clear winner. A 
beautiful Pheasant wrapped in crisp bacon, surrounded by a flock of roast potatoes and 
nestling on a bed of seasonal vegetables. Thanks, Annette, for organizing our 
Christmas Dinner and what better way of ending the Birdwatching Group’s 2019 Year 
and here’s looking forward to 2020. 
 

Photos by Robert D 
STUART M  

Red-crested Pochard 

Common Pochard 



 

 
 
 

CAWOS INDOOR MEETINGS 2018 - 2019 
 
All meetings are held in the hall at St Vincent's Roman Catholic Church, Tatton Street, 
Knutsford, WA16 6HR on the first Friday of the month, unless otherwise stated - 
please check the programme. There is a large and free car park off Tatton Street 
close to the hall. 
  
An entrance fee of £2.00 to members and £4.00 for non-members will be charged at all 
meetings except the AGM when there will be free admission. A coffee break is taken 
halfway through the evening. The doors open at 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start. 
 
Details of the next meeting are as follows –  
 
7th February 2020 
‘FROM ALASKA TO ARGENTINA - WILDLIFE THROUGH THE AMERICAS’ by Mark 
Sisson 
 
The Americas represent two huge and adjoining continents with an array of natural 
environments and a resultant diversity of wildlife. Professional wildlife photographer 
Mark Sissons's new talk will take you on a representative journey through some of them 
including the coasts of Alaska, the rainforests of Costa Rica, the beaches of north 
Patagonia and the mountains of southern Chile: bears, birds, bats and beaches await! 
 
 
COLLARED DOVES 
 
This is a recent photo of 2 lovely Collared Doves on my lawn. It was taken through an 
upstairs window. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JENNY I 



 

 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS ON THE DEE & MERSEY 
 
Saturday 25th January, Hightide Birdwatch at Hoylake. 
10am to noon, High tide at 11:15am. 
 
Join the Dee Estuary Voluntary Wardens at Hoylake to see thousands of waders at high 
tide, expect to see spectacular numbers of Knot as well as Dunlin, Grey Plover, 
Sanderling, Curlew and Oystercatchers. If the weather is calm we can also get a good 
selection of divers, grebes and sea ducks on the sea. 
 
Sunday 9th February RSPB Raptorwatch at Parkgate. 
1pm-dusk 
 
Join us for a chance to see up to seven different birds of prey including peregrine and 
merlin, plus two types of owl that all make their home on the RSPB Dee Estuary nature 
reserve. With its panoramic views of the saltmarsh, Parkgate is one of the best places 
to watch for the birds hunting. Stick around until dusk for a chance to see the graceful 
and endangered hen harriers flying into roost for the night on the marsh close to the Old 
Baths car park, plus a ghostly barn owl emerging to hunt. No booking required, come 
along any time between 1pm and sunset. Dress appropriately for the weather and don't 
forget your binoculars! Public toilets and various pubs and cafes are situated close by 
along Parkgate promenade. 
Telephone 0151 353 2720 for further information. 
 
Tuesday 11th February and Wednesday 12th February, Parkgate Tidewatch 
10.30am-2.30pm. 
 
Join us at Parkgate Old Baths for the awe-inspiring spectacle of a high tide flooding the 
vast saltmarsh, potentially reaching the old sea wall. 
The marsh at Parkgate is one of the best wetland habitats in the northwest, and when 
flooded by an incoming tide, the wildlife which lives here is pushed closer, with chance 
of seeing the great range of ducks, geese, wading birds and egrets in big numbers as 
they are driven upstream by the rising tide. 
A range of birds of prey take advantage of mice and voles flushed from the grasses; 
hen and marsh harriers, peregrines and merlins all spend the winter months on the 
estuary and this is one of the best places to watch them, plus short-eared owls if we're 
really lucky. So why not venture out to try witness all the drama. Low pressure and a 
westerly wind will help push the tide and wildlife in close. 
There is free public parking at the Old Baths car park (CH64 6RN) at the north end of 
The Parade, and the Wirral Country Park car park on Station Road (CH64 6QJ). There 
are public toilets at Mostyn Square in the middle of The Parade, and a number of pubs 
and cafes. 
Telephone 0151 353 2720 for further information. 
 
Tide times: Tuesday 11 February 10.0m at 12.35pm, Wednesday 12 February 10.0m at 
1.19pm. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 28th February when our speaker will be Chris 
Goodie with a talk entitled “World Wide”. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
 
 
THE KINGFISHER 
 
Everyone loves a Kingfisher. That brilliant flash of blue and orange can really set the 
pulse racing!  
 
One of the best places locally to see Kingfishers is at Pennington Flash near Leigh. I’ve 
seen Kingfishers from many of the hides there, but without a doubt the best one is 
Ramsdale’s Hide. Photographers have placed sticks in the water just in front of the hide 
in order to entice Kingfishers to perch there. If your luck is in that might happen! 
 
My luck was definitely in during a New Year visit earlier this month. Initially a Kingfisher 
flew across the top end of the bay towards the left side and perched on the far side of a 
bush. A minute or two later it flew down towards the hide and perched on one of the 
sticks about 20 feet away. Point-blank range! Truly a wonderful New Year’s Gift. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROBERT D 


