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NEWSLETTER   APRIL 2021 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
 
It is spring at last! I hope you have all managed to stay safe and well during this latest 
lockdown period. 
 
It was so unfortunate that the committee had to abandon the planned programme of 
talks and trips over the last 12 months and not least of which was the opportunity to 
meet up with old friends to share our birding experiences. With the help of the 
Macclesfield RSPB Group we were able to access their monthly zoom meetings and I 
trust that those of you who have participated have enjoyed them. 
 
With the continuing roll out of the vaccine and the reducing spread of the virus the 
outlook for our being able to resume our group activities is optimistic. Restrictions and 
guidance permitting the committee is planning to resume its full programme of visits and 
talks for the coming 2021/22 season. We need to get back as a birding group, it has 
been much missed. 
  
However, in the meantime the opportunity of getting in some spring/summer car trips 
and the possibility of maybe a coach trip in May/June are on the cards, providing we are 
allowed to and there is sufficient member support. More details will follow as the 
situation clears. 
  
While on the issue of member support and fear of stating the obvious, the future viability 
of the group depends upon its members. Quite understandably membership has 
dropped over the last twelve months and the committee hope that paid membership 
levels will bounce back for the new 2021/22 season. We need your support to fund the 
speaker’s costs and keep the group going. 
  
Lastly it would be remiss of me not to mention that Brian has decided to retire from the 
committee and to stand aside as Group chairman; a role he has carried for a 
considerable number of years. We have all greatly benefited from his encyclopaedic 
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knowledge and the generous way he shared it and his infectious enthusiasm with us. I 
trust we will all be able to give him a better thank you when we all meet up again. 
We are looking for a new group chairman so if anyone would like to volunteer please 
notify myself or other committee members. In the meantime, I am acting as your 
caretaker chairman. 
 

STUART M 
 
SUMMER CAR TRIPS 
 
We are still unable to organise coach trips to the end of the current season but we are 
able to offer local car trips instead. Members will need to arrange their own transport. 
 
Marbury Country Park, Saturday 17th April 
 
Meet at the main car park at Marbury Country Park at 9am. This is a pay & display car 
park but prices are very reasonable, approx £2-50 for the whole day. You can pay by 
contactless card. We will probably cover the Marbury area in the morning and walk on 
to Neumann’s Flash in the afternoon (or vice-versa depending on what is around) so a 
packed lunch would be advisable for the whole day. 
 
We recommend you go to Google Maps for a map and directions. One possible route is 
as follows… 
 
From J19 on the M6 follow the A556 south for 3 miles. 

Bear right at the large roundabout and follow the A559 (signposted to Northwich). 

After ¾ mile turn right at the traffic lights in Lostock Gralam. 

Follow the road for 2½ miles. 

Just after you see Budworth Mere on your left, turn left onto the minor road (Budworth 

Lane) to Comberbach (warning - this road is not obvious and is easily missed). 

Turn left after 1 mile and drive through Comberbach village. 

After passing Marbury Hall Nurseries on your left you will see Marbury Lane on your left 

and a (small) sign for Marbury Country Park. 

The car park is a short distance up Marbury Lane on the left. 

If you have a satnav the post code is Northwich CW9 6AT. 

 
Goyt Valley, Saturday 15th May 
 
A trip to the Goyt valley in early Spring is a firm favourite. The woodland around 
Errwood reservoir and the upper Goyt Valley attracts numbers of summer migrants such 
as pied flycatcher, redstart, common sandpiper, tree pipit, and cuckoo. The uplands at 
Danebower hold ring ouzel, wheatear, meadow pipit, dipper, red grouse, short-eared 
owl and hobby. All have been seen on our trips here in recent years. 



 
 
 

 

Meet at “The Street” car park at Errwood reservoir dam (map ref SK 013 757) at 
7.30am. 

Burton Mere Wetlands (Dee Estuary), Saturday 12th June 
 
Burton Mere Wetlands straddle the border between England and Wales. Many years of 
hard work have restored reedbeds, fenland and farmland. There are 2 main hides (one 
recently enlarged and rebuilt) and several viewpoints as well as 3 nature trails. Ducks, 
waders and other water birds can be expected here. Summer visitors include the 
aerobatic hobby and menacing marsh harrier. Ducklings are well on their way and are 
actively feeding. The highlight amongst the many warblers is undoubtedly the 
grasshopper warbler with its distinctive 'reeling' song. Western Cattle Egrets have bred 
here in recent years. Non-breeding regular visitors include black-tailed godwits and 
spotted redshanks. 
 
RSPB members should remember to bring their card; otherwise there is a £5 entrance 
fee (£3 concessions). 
 
Meet at the reserve at 9am. Burton Mere Wetlands is off the A540 (Chester High Road) 
and just 10 minutes from the M56. Look out for the brown signposts on the A540. 
Otherwise turn down Puddington Lane - the reserve entrance is just outside Burton 
village near to Bishop Wilson Primary School. The post code for sat-navs is CH64 5SF. 
We may move on to the nearby Denhall Lane for Burton Marsh later in the afternoon. 
 
 
NEXT SEASON’S MEETINGS 
 
I’m sure that you are all desperate to book holidays for the coming year. Just so that 
you can coordinate them with the Birdwatching Group meetings here is a list of dates for 
the 2021-22 season (indoor meetings are confirmed, some coach trips may depend on 
the tides). 
 
Indoor meetings: 24th September, 22nd October, 26th November, 10th December 
(including Christmas buffet), 14th January 2022, 18th February, 25th March, 29th April. 
 
Coach Trips: 24th October (Spurn), 21st November (Marshside & Mere Sands Wood), 
Saturday 11th December (car trip to Chelford followed by Christmas lunch), 23rd 
January 2022 (Carsington Water), 25-27th February (weekend away to North Norfolk), 
13th March (Old Moore & Idle Valley), 24th April (Leighton Moss), 8th May (Brandon 
Marsh). 
 
Booking forms for the weekend away will be included with the September newsletter 
and be available at the September meeting. 
 



 
 
 

CAR TRIP TO SANDBACH FLASHES - SATURDAY 12th DECEMBER 2020 
 
It was exactly 10 years to the day since the group last visited Sandbach Flashes. Then 
it was cold and foggy, far from ideal for birding. There have been noticeable changes 
over the last 10 years, a small housing development has expanded and Clay Lane, the 
access road to the flashes, has been partially upgraded; at times it was quite busy. 
 

Today was grey and rainy but that did not deter 
the ten members who gathered here, so 
pleased to be able to meet up again after 
lockdown; it was smiles all round! In spite of 
Robert’s clear directions most of us missed at 
least one turning, but all arrived safely in good 
time for the 9.30 start. Stuart reminded us all of 
our responsibilities under the latest Covid 
restrictions and we divided into two groups 
aptly named Tier 2 and Tier 3. Tier 3 moved off 
to Elton Hall Flash and Tier 2, my group, 
remained at Pump House Flash. The fields 
around the flashes were waterlogged and the 

lane leading to Brook Farm was well under water. Opposite PHF, 
Hancock’s Flood normally limited to a small corner of the field in front of the farm, spilled 
over and lapped the side of Clay Lane. 
 
It was lovely to see so many waterfowl present on the flash; plenty of Wigeon whistling 
away, Mallard, Teal, Moorhen, and a solitary Coot. Our first good scope was of a 
Buzzard sitting on a hedge just beyond the flash; he seemed quite content there just 
surveying the scene before him. By now the slight 
drizzle had eased and birding started in earnest. 
Several skeins of Canada Geese flew overhead 
calling, there were more than 300 in total, followed 
shortly after by a group of 35 Curlew also calling – 
what a delight - but they circled around before finally 
landing near to Hancock’s Flood. Over PHF we 
watched a Peregrine harassing a flock of Lapwings. 
There was a good selection of gulls on the flash, 
Herring, Lesser Black-backed and plenty of Black 
Headed. The ground not under water in front of the 
farm held an interesting selection of smaller birds all searching for food. 
There was a small flock of Starlings, Pied Wagtail, Chaffinch and Redwing 
all foraging. 5 Greylags flew overhead and joined the large flock of Canada Geese now 
settled on PHF. On the higher ground behind the flash there were 2 male Pheasants 
seemingly oblivious to the sound of guns nearby. 
 
Just before 11o’clock the two groups swapped over and it was our turn for Elton Hall 
Flash. Close to the flash there are two feeding stations with an excellent variety of 
feeders well stocked with an assortment of food supplied by SECOS (South East 
Cheshire Ornithological Society). There were plenty of small birds attracted to the 

Common Buzzard 

Wigeon 



 
 
 

feeders and we noted 2 Robins, 6 Blue Tits, 5 Long-tailed Tits, 4 Great Tits, 4 
Goldfinches, at least 8 Chaffinches and several House Sparrows. 
  
Again there were plenty of winter ducks on 
the water including 6 Goosander 
(4 males and 2 females), Tufted Duck, 
Wigeon (I counted 50+), Mallard and Teal. 
There were 8 Cormorants perched on a dead 
tree in the middle of the flash and a Grey 
Heron skulking in the fringes of the reeds at 
the water’s edge. The Great Black-backed 
Gulls favoured this stretch of water and I 
noted 15. In amongst all the Canada Geese 
we managed to find 2 Barnacle Geese and 
one lone Greylag. Tier 3 group saw a Pintail 
here, but by the time we arrived it had 
disappeared, 
 
By 11.45 the skies had darkened again, threatening more rain, so we decided to head 
for home. Then we had a lovely surprise as Annette had brought mince pies for a festive 
treat, so we all tucked in, socially distancing. The general consensus was that it had 
been a most enjoyable morning’s birding and a resolve to return sooner rather than 
later. 
 
The count for the morning was 36. 
 

BARBARA P 
 
 
 
GARDEN BIRD SURVEY 2020/2021 
 
Now that we are almost at the end of the survey period, just a short reminder of how 
and where to send your completed forms. 
 
Barbara has taken over the Garden Bird Survey from Brian. 
 
Please complete the form as usual following the standard recording instructions. 
 
Barbara would prefer an electronic copy but if you prefer, please send by post. 
All details are on the bottom of the sheet. 
 
If you require a copy of the recording instructions please contact Barbara either by email 
or telephone. 
 
Forms for the 2021/2022 survey will be available at the September meeting. 
 
 

Goosander (male) 



 

 
 
 

GREEN WOODPECKER 
 
Long ago, in the days before lockdown and anyone had heard of Covid-19, my friend 
and I had just completed an enjoyable visit to the RSPB’s Burton Mere reserve on the 
Wirral. Just before leaving we called in again at the Reception Hide for a few minutes to 
have a last look over the Scrape. After a couple of minutes I saw a flash of green fly in 
from the right to down below the hide (it’s a 10 foot drop to the ground). Peering down I 
could see that it was a green woodpecker. It was partly obscured by the long vegetation 
but I managed to focus on its head and get a few shots. I had to shoot diagonally 
through the glass which usually results in fuzzy photos but I did manage to sharpen 
them quite well in Photoshop. The woodpecker only stayed for a few minutes before 
flying off from whence it came. A great end to a good day out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROBERT D 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
 


