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NEWSLETTER   SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (Friday 24th September) 
 
Welcome back! A warm welcome to all our members as we begin our 54th season of 
the Wilmslow Guild Birdwatching Group. Truth be told, our 53rd season barely existed 
at all. Because of Covid all of our indoor meetings had to be cancelled but we did at 
least manage to have some local car trips as field outings. Plus, some members were 
able to watch the virtual meetings on Zoom organised by Macclesfield RSPB. 
 
Hopefully, the worst is now behind us and we can look forward to normal activities 
again. To this end your Committee has assembled a full programme of indoor and 
outdoor events for the coming year. 
 
To start proceedings our speaker tonight is Ian Newton with a talk entitled “Ecuador 
Birding Heaven”, a talk that was postponed this time last year due to the pandemic. So 
far as I can tell this will be Ian’s first visit to the Group. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Ian for what I am sure will be a very entertaining evening. 
 
 
COACH TRIPS 
 
Our first coach trip of the season is on Sunday 17th October to Spurn nature reserve on 
the Yorkshire coast, departing from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
We habitually go to Spurn as our first coach trip since over the years Spurn has proved 
to be a very successful destination because this reserve can be exceptionally good at 
this time of year – just about anything can turn up here while migration is in full swing. A 
good variety of seabirds, waders and wildfowl can be found on the coast and pools, 
while migrating passerines can be found on the extensive scrub and bush area. There 
are toilets and a café available on site. 
 
The next coach trip after that is on Sunday 21st November to Marshside and Mere 
Sands Wood reserves in Lancashire, departing from the Guild at 8am. 



 

 
 
 

Book your seat for both trips at the desk. Since the Spurn trip is before the October 
indoor meeting please book for Spurn at tonight’s meeting. 
 
The nominated leader for our coach trips is Steve McGann. In case of emergency on 
the day Steve’s mobile number is 07766 865315. I recommend that you add this 
number to your contacts now – you never know when you might need it. 
 
For safety reasons our policy for outdoor meetings is that everyone should carry ICE (in 
case of emergency) information. If you have been on one of our weekend away trips 
you will be familiar with the practice. All you need do is carry an envelope or piece of 
paper (suitably labelled) with contact details (name and phone number) of an 
emergency contact and details of any medical conditions and medication that may be 
relevant. You should carry your ICE information on your person at all times, either in a 
pocket or your rucksack. 
 

 
WEEKEND AWAY  25 – 27  FEBRUARY 2022 
 
This year we are returning to north Norfolk and will be based at the Briarfields Hotel in 
Titchwell. 
 
COST Classic Room £335 for single occupancy 
 Superior Room £315 Sharing and £375 for single occupancy 
 De Luxe Room £335 Sharing and £415 for single occupancy 
 
 DEPOSIT of £120 per person payable by 22 October 2021 
 BALANCE remaining  +  packed lunch money payable by 
 10 December 2021 
 
 Cheques payable to WILMSLOW GUILD please. 
 
The terms we have obtained from the hotel are extremely competitive, representing an 
excellent discount for the weekend on the current published rates. 
 
INCLUDES  Coach Travel and 2 nights Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 
 
HOTEL Briarfields Hotel, Main Road, Titchwell, Norfolk 
 01485 210742 
 
 Packed lunches are available from the hotel costing £10 per person  
 per day. Please order on the booking form. 
 
We will be leaving the Guild at 7.30 am on the Friday morning. So bring a packed 
lunch with you as there is limited food available at Frampton Marsh. 
 
Our itinerary for the weekend is as follows. 
 



 
 

Friday: Leaving Wilmslow at 7.30 am, we intend to stop at Frampton Marsh RSPB 
reserve for about 5 hours, aiming to arrive at the hotel 5.30 – 6.00 pm. 
 
Saturday: We will be birding the north Norfolk coast from Cley to Titchwell. 
 
Sunday: Titchwell RSPB Reserve 9.00 – 2.30 pm. Leave for home at 2.30 pm and 
arriving back in Wilmslow about 7.30 pm. 
 
Don’t forget to bring your RSPB card and ICE form with you this weekend. 
 
For those of you who have not been away with us before, you will enjoy some excellent 
birding at a number of sites and habitats in the area. Members are willing to assist those 
without telescopes to ensure that nothing is missed. Our evening meal is a relaxed, 
enjoyable, social get together. 
 
Remember, as we are birding on the way DON’T put your optics in your case! 
 
Cancellation charges 
After  22 October : Loss of deposit 
After  11 February: Refund dependent on being able to re-let room. 
 
A copy of the booking form is included as a separate attachment with the e-newsletter. 
You may wish to print your booking form and fill it in ahead of the meeting. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 
Our long overdue Christmas lunch will take place on Saturday 11th December following 
the morning car trip to Chelford. 
 
Venue: Egerton Arms Pub & Chop House 
 
Time: 1230 
 
Cost: 3 courses £21.95 with an additional 10% gratuity 
 
Deposits are not required. 
 
Annette will be there at the September meeting to take names of those members who 
are interested and will confirm payment methods. 
 
The menu for the Christmas lunch is included as a separate attachment for those 
receiving the e-newsletter. 
 



 

 
 
 

CAR TRIP TO MARBURY COUNTRY PARK – SATURDAY 17th APRIL 2021 
 
Seven members turned up for an early start at Marbury Country Park. Created from 
what was once derelict land the area provides a rich and green environment, fields, 
woodland and flashes. The flashes are the most recent area of land to be reclaimed 
from salt mining. 
   
Leaving the car park a Song Thrush and 
Nuthatch were calling, then seen. An 
unidentified Warbler was singing. Walking 
along the footpath a pair of Nuthatch were 
flitting about, Blue tits, Blackbird, Magpie, 
and Dunnock were busy feeding, a pair of 
Robins having a courtship feed. A 
handsome Jay flew over. Over to the 
distant view of Budworth Mere Shoveler, 
Shelduck, Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Black-headed Gull and Canada Geese 
added to the list. 
 
Retracing our footsteps we made our way 
to the footpath alongside Budworth Mere.   
On the track Woodpigeonn walked ahead, then a Stock Dove with his striking glossy 
green neck patch.  A beautiful rich full throated song was heard, Blackcap male and 
female. 
    

 Telescopes out now to see across the 
Mere, Great Crested Grebes having a 
courtship display, Tufted Ducks, Coots, 
Moorhen, Cormorant displaying, 
dabbling Mallards, preening Gadwall in 
front of the spit, Mute Swan, Greylag 
Geese, Herring Gulls, Lapwing 
searching for earthworms or insects. 
Grey Heron beside the lake with a 
Heronry high in the nearby trees. 
Continuing along the footpath another 
welcome warbler song, Chiffchaff and 
Willow Warbler were carefully identified.  

                  Further on Great Tit, Reed Bunting and 
female Chaffinch added to our growing list, Carrion Crows flying over, a grating cawing. 
A couple of members popped in to a hide to be rewarded with a view of Coal Tit. 
 
Continuing along the footpath to the woodland, Celandines, Wood Anemones, 
Bluebells, Wild Garlic were growing in profusion along the banks of the beck, the fresh 
green leaves of Hawthorn and woodland trees were a stunning sight. Here Treecreeper 
was shuffling up the trunk of the trees, a little Wren with the big voice foraged around. 
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Over the canal bridge turning left we took the 
footpath past a  wood carving of newt and frog, a 
Speckled Wood butterfly darted  past, now to 
pause at the field where a Cattle Egret was seen 
on our last visit. No sign of it today but a Mistle 
Thrush in the far end of the field was not missed by 
us, nor the Lapwing and Stock Dove. Onwards to 
Neuman’s Flash. 
 
High up in the clear blue sky we spotted a 
Cormorant soaring on the thermals, what an 
unusual sight we thought. Later we saw a Buzzard 
also enjoying the thermals. Goldfinch were out 
and about, and we heard and later saw Cetti’s warbler. 
 
Stopping for a well-earned rest in the hide overlooking Neuman’s Flash Black-headed 
gulls dozing, bobbing on the water, flying around in great numbers made it difficult to 

spot the Avocet we had come to see.  Sharp 
eyed Julian won the gold star of the day, two 
dabbling and five resting on the sandy bank, 
such a thrill to see these elegant waders. The 
sighting of a Snipe probing on the same bank 
was a bonus. In addition to these we spotted 
more Shelduck, Herring Gull, Little Grebe, Great 
Crested Grebe, Oyster catcher, a pair of 
Shoveler, Pied Wagtail, Teal, and gliding 
towards us to have a closer look a Cob and Pen. 
 
Fully rested we moved along the bund to 
Ashton’s Flash. Sparrows quarrelling as usual, 
Bullfinch heard, another Blackcap, Song Thrush. 

Amongst the Birches a mixed flock of finches including four Redpolls. This Flash has a 
large area of water and vegetation, the presence of salt has allowed several seaside 
plants to establish. Waders and waterfowl use this area but today little was seen. A 
Mallard and her eight ducklings enjoyed the quiet, in the distance Lapwing and 
Oystercatcher. A Brimstone butterfly fluttered past. Back on to the footpath large clumps 
of Cowslips were growing on the grassy wayside. 
 
Time to head back to the car park along the Orchid Trail. Woodpecker was heard 
drilling, a Jackdaw and Magpie having an altercation in the field, a couple of Buzzards 
soaring overhead, and Orange Tip butterfly fluttering ahead of us along the path. 
 
We all agreed we had a wonderful six hours birdwatching, with a superb field count. Not 
a cloud in the sky, and so warm some of us had to shed a layer of clothing, but not 
Robert who survived the day wearing a woolly hat and large over jacket (eh??-editor). 
 
Thanks to everybody who made this day so memorable. 

JENNY I

Lesser Redpoll 
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GOYT VALLEY CAR TRIP  -  15 MAY 2021 
 

The Goyt Valley in spring sounds idyllic doesn’t 
it? Oh, if only that was the case! We arrived 
promptly at 7.30 am having driven over the tops 
in mist. But what a welcoming sight greeted us; 
17 members all muffled up in hats, gloves and 
scarves, so happy to be able to meet up again 
due to the partial relaxation of lockdown. It was 
cold however, just over 10 °C. 

 
As we set off along the road there was nothing 
in the fields and trees on the right and very little 
birdsong. Scanning the reservoir we saw 4 
Canada Geese with 13 goslings swimming in a 
line between their parents. Initially we were 

noting ‘heards’ but after about an hour the bird activity increased and the ‘heards’ 
became ‘seens’. On the sandy shore where the River Goyt flows into the reservoir we 
spotted a pair of Common Sandpipers. On the trees by the main bridge our first of 
several sightings of Treecreeper, whilst a Grey Wagtail showed briefly. We were treated 
to a flypast by a male Mandarin Duck heading up the valley towards the quarry. The 
Cuckoo was calling regularly, but from a distance and remained elusive all day. 

Shortly we reached the mixed woodland of beech, sycamore and oak favoured by the 
Pied Flycatcher. Our first sighting was of a female collecting nesting material, dried 
bracken, and returning to a nesting box on the right-hand side of the road.  She was 
joined briefly by a male. Then began our purple patch. We saw 5 birds in total, 3 male 
and 2 females all busily nest building in different nesting boxes. Our views were 
absolutely superb; there was no need for bins. 

 
Soon we turned left off the road along the Riverside Walk. Early elevenses and even a 
very early lunch were taken under the trees as a short light shower passed over. Keen 
eyes noted a pair of Goldcrests flitting around in the tops of the pines and further on we 

Pied Flycatcher (male) 

Dipper Tree Pipit 



 

 
 
 

watched a pair of Grey Wagtails feeding by the stream. We then climbed the steps (they 
get steeper every year!)and on to the road by the quarry. 

 
Some of the group carried on into the quarry proper and 
were rewarded with a Great Spotted Woodpecker. 
Meanwhile four of us meandered back to the road as far 
as the little packhorse bridge. Walking on to the grassy 
bank overlooking the tiny stream flowing into the river, 
we were thrilled to watch a Dipper collecting mosses and 
flying back to a hole by the side of a mini waterfall. He 
was very busy and the entire group managed to watch 
his activities. The packhorse bridge is now known as the 
Dipper Bridge. 

 
We strolled back along the road which was now 
becoming quite busy. Cyclists were travelling in 
both directions which was both annoying and 
dangerous. We had to be constantly looking 
backwards. We also encountered a group of four 
sports cars obviously practising for the Le Mans 
Rally. At least they could be heard! We took the 
higher path to the left above the road and were 
amply rewarded for our efforts. We stood for a 
several minutes watching a Tree Pipit in display 
flight until a resplendent male Common Redstart 
demanded our attention. He sat on the wire fence 
and bobbed from post to post before flying on to a 
low vivid green shrub. The colours were just amazing and certainly the best views I 
have ever had. Curlew and Siskin were also seen from this elevated position as were a 
pair of Herons flying over the fields. A Mistle Thrush was feeding in the field as we 
started our descent; he was close to and the markings on him were bold and distinct. 

 
Back on the road once more we noted that a pair of 
Cormorants had arrived on the reservoir. So had the 
fishermen and one proudly showed us his catch, a 
couple of good sized rainbow trout to be given to a 
friend. We arrived back at the cars at 1.15 pm ready 
for a late lunch. Several of the group had commitments 
for the afternoon and with some reluctance left. 

 
Seven of us drove up the valley to Derbyshire Bridge. 
There was occasional light rain as we started up the 
track behind the car park. Nevertheless we had good 
views of Whinchat, Wheatear, Meadow Pipits and Red 

Grouse, before the rain began to settle in and we all headed for home. 
 

I’ve looked back over my records since 2010 for our trips to the Goyt Valley and this 
was by far the most successful in the numbers of our members attending and only just 
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bettered in sightings by the trip on 04 June 2015. This had a higher bird count but 
included sightings at Dane Bower and Trentabank Reservoir on the way home. Our total 
for the day was 36 quality birds plus 3 ‘heards’. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Meadow Pipit 
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CAWOS INDOOR MEETINGS 2021-2022 
 
Important Note: During the Covid restrictions the indoor meetings have been arranged 
to be held using ZOOM. These meetings are only open to members. Contact 
the Programme Secretary for further details. There is no charge for these meetings. 
 
The 2021/22 program will ALL be held via Zoom. A review will be undertaken for the 
future approach before the next program for 2022/23. 
 
Zoom is open from 7.30 pm for a 7.45 pm start. 
 
1st October 2021 
‘MOORE NATURE RESERVE’ by Tony Parker 
 
Our member, Tony, will present a talk to us on Moore Nature Reserve. The reserve 
comprises almost 200 acres of woodland, meadows, lakes and ponds and is home to 
many diverse species of plants, animals, birds and other wildlife. The nature reserve is 
well known for its varied bird life and many interesting birds can be found either as year-
round residents or as seasonal visitors. 
 
In the light of these arrangements CAWOS members should get details of future 
meetings from the CAWOS website for themselves. 
 

http://www.cawos.org/contact.php


 

 
 
 

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 22nd of October when our speaker will be Mike 
Roberts with a talk entitled “Birds of the River Mersey Area”. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Female Smew at Lapwing Hall Pool, Chelford (March 2021) 
 

(all photos in the newsletter by Robert D) 
 

 
 


