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NEWSLETTER   JANUARY  2022 
 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (14th January) 
 
A Happy New Year to all our members. Best wishes for a good 2022. 
 
Tonight we welcome the return of Brian Anderson with a talk entitled “Petrels, Paddys 
and Penguins”. 
 
A photographer, educator and adventurer based on the Wirral, Brian is afflicted with 
wanderlust.  This love of, and need to travel, has taken him to over 60 nations and 
territories around the world. 
 
This talk features over 30 species of birds which live in the Antarctic and in the outlying 
sub-Antarctic islands of this vast cold and inhospitable continent – the last true wilderness 
on earth. Brian’s stunning images include penguins, albatrosses, giant petrels, snow and 
cape petrels, snowy sheathbills, gulls, Antarctic skuas, imperial and rock cormorants, all 
photographed against breathtaking backdrops of vast icebergs and glaciers, sheer cliffs, 
and stormy, violent seas. 
 
Please welcome Brian for what I am sure will be a very entertaining evening. 
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COACH TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is on Sunday 23rd January 2022 to Carsington Water in Derbyshire, 
departing from the Guild at 8am. 
 
The site is a large man-made reservoir near Ashbourne managed by Severn Trent 
Water and used extensively for a variety of leisure activities. There are several hides 
overlooking the reservoir and feeding stations at the visitor centre and in the woodland. 
A good variety of ducks, grebes, and other wildfowl should be seen as well as possibly 
divers, kingfisher, brambling, siskin, redpoll, peregrine, and barn owl. There is a café, 
shop and toilets at the Visitor Centre. 
 
Please book your place at the desk tonight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Northern Diver 

 
Our February coach trip is the weekend away to Norfolk. Final departure instructions will 
be provided in the February newsletter. 
 
 
CAR PARKING 
 
Just in case anyone missed the notice last time, these are our guidelines for parking at 
the Guild for the Sunday coach trips. 
 
Do not park in the car park in front of the Guild. Park only in the rear car park or 
along the side. Avoid obstructing the yellow cross-hatched areas, which must be left 
clear for turning. You can also park on Bourne Street taking care to avoid obstructing 
the residents’ driveways. 
 
Do not park in the Quakers’ car park. 
 
Do not park on Windsor Avenue at any time. 
 
 



 
 
 

COACH TRIP TO MARSHSIDE AND MERE SANDS WOOD – 21st NOVEMBER 2021 
 
A group of twenty eight left The Wilmslow Guild at 8am by coach on a cold bright 
morning, many of us having had to defrost our car 
windscreens after a week of very mild 
temperatures. 
 
The coach was early and warm and we were 
welcomed by Mustafa, our driver. During a steady 
journey we had the sun rising on one side and the 
just waning full moon setting on the other. After a 
slight detour for a comfort stop where one 
member watched a rabbit on some scrubby grass, 
we arrived at Marshside RSPB Reserve on Marine 
Road in Southport. We were dropped off near 
Fairclough’s Pool and as we walked along the path there were flocks of lapwings and 
small skeins of geese flying overhead. Many more geese were on the surrounding 
marshland, some greylags and Canadas and many pink-footed geese making their 
distinctive call. On the pool there was a good selection of ducks, gadwall, pintail, 
shoveler, teal, shelduck and a separate group of 
tufted ducks. 
 
Moving along to Nel’s Hide we saw many waders 
grouped together with their heads under their 
wings against the stiff breeze, many of which were 
black-tailed godwits. The currently resident glossy 
ibis was seen in the distance through some 
scopes. 
 
More tufted ducks were at Junction Pool and 
moving on, a cetti’s warbler was heard by some 
and briefly seen by one member. More flocks of 
geese were flying overhead as the busy coastal road was crossed to check the scrub 
and marshy fields on the other side. The geese were busy feeding in the long grass and 

some could only be spotted when they raised 
their dark heads above the foliage level. A trio of 
pied wagtails were flitting about along with several 
greenfinches, one of which posed on the top of a 
bush with its plumage gleaming in the sun. Two 
kestrels were together overhead while a curlew 
gave its evocative cry as it flew above the road. 
 
Some were fortunate to see a male hen harrier fly 
low over the coastline from there, then watched it 
being stooped by a peregrine over the marsh 
toward the coast. Others saw a merlin, two 
buzzards high up and in the distance, a little egret. 

In the adjacent hedges, a stonechat held his territory and further along a reed bunting 
was spotted. Those who walked along Redshank Road down to the beach picked up 
plovers, redshanks and oystercatchers though their scopes with the Blackpool Tower as 
a backdrop. A great egret was also seen. Around the car park were skylarks and 
meadow pipits, one member saw and heard a cronking raven flying over and a little 
egret was fishing close by in one  of the channels. 
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By the seat approaching the RSPB Visitor 
Centre a very visible wren noisily defended 
its territory as people walked past. A 
welcome relief from the breeze and seats to 
sit in comfort and look while having  a warm 
drink awaited in the Centre. Quite close in 
the left channel, a pintail and a mallard 
were feeding together while flocks of 
lapwings and starlings checked the soft 
ground for food amongst the mixture of 
geese. Other occupants on the water 
included teal, moorhen and wigeon and 
further away, a great white egret was seen. 

 
Across the road a sparrowhawk flew overhead into the nearby hedge and just along the 
track a birder indicated a male hen harrier flying left across the trees on the shoreline 
opposite, giving an excellent view, a real highlight of the day for many. Meanwhile the 
sparrowhawk flew back across the road while a kestrel hovered overhead. 
 
Moving back to the coach, evening primroses were still blooming in sheltered spots and 
a large group of house sparrows chattered to each other while perched on the sunny 
side of a hedge. A pleasant surprise was the sight of three red-legged partridges 
nestled in the field near a cattle trough very close to the coach. 
 
All on board, it was time for lunch while moving on, glimpsing a lone herring gull 
surveying his territory from a flagpole on a roundabout. 
 
Mere Sands Wood. 
The name Mere Sands Wood dates back to medieval times when the area was part of 
Martin Mere, covered by water. From Anglo-Saxon times there had been a fishery which 

included eels as well as fresh fish. It had been 
drained in the 18th century for use as fertile 
arable land. Between 1975-82 sand was quarried 
for glass making. Then the site was acquired by 
The Wildlife Trust for  Lancashire, Manchester 
and Merseyside as a nature reserve and is also a 
SSSI for its geological interest. 
 
No access was available to Marshall Hide but the 
woodland was sheltered and sunny with colourful 
leaves, some still on the trees but many 
crunching underfoot and bare trees giving more 
visibility to the wildlife. An interesting fungus 

called Earth Star attracted attention on the woodland floor then a group of long tailed tits 
feeding in the branches of the silver birches on route to Ainscough Hide. Here, a lone 
male goosander swam across the water along with cormorants and black headed gulls. 

Pintail 
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Reaching the feeding station at Holmeswood 
Corner, it was found to be almost empty of 
food as well as birds, but with patience, blue 
tit, robin, great tit, dunnock and nuthatch 
appeared despite families with children and 
dogs constantly walking by. 
 
Moving on to Redwing Hide, there was an 
array of posing cormorants, a lone moorhen, 
shoveler and several teal hiding in the 
rushes, detected by their yellow flashes 
gleaming in the sunlight. Then two little 
grebes suddenly popped up together in the 
centre of the pool. 

The next hide was closed as was the one 
dedicated to Cyril Gibbons, the only one 
looking over Mere End Pool. The latter 
had been destroyed by arson in March 
2020 but is now being reconstructed. 
Continuing the woodland walk which was 
quiet, showing little wildlife although 
several plants including red campion were 
still in bloom, End Lake Platform was 
reached. Here a male swan was 
overseeing his one cygnet while a family 
fed them and the usual greedy mallards, a 
large group of elegant gadwalls being 
further out on the water. Moving off, care 

had to be taken to avoid the protective hissing cob. 
 
A field of maize stubble was checked but nothing of interest found on route to the cafe. 
This is a welcome new addition to the Visitor Centre with large floor-to-ceiling windows 
filled with bird safe glass. One member saw a great spotted woodpecker fly across the 
meadow from there and chaffinch and song thrush were also spotted in that area. 
 
Other sightings around the reserve also included siskin, Canada goose, little egret, jay, 
grey partridge and whooper swans in adjacent fields, and a fortunate couple had a 
glimpse of a kingfisher. 
 
The start of the journey home was brightened by the setting sun with clouds silhouetted 
by  a red, gold sky and we arrived safely back at The Guild at 5.45pm. 
 
Our total field count of birds was 73, a pretty good number as there had not seemed 
many around in the afternoon. 
 

Photos by Robert D 
 

TINA G 
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CAR TRIP TO CHELFORD – 11th DECEMBER 2021 
 
The annual December car trip followed by Christmas lunch is always a good date to 
have in the birding diary and none more so than this strangest of covid populated worlds 
we are currently experiencing. Lapwing Lane, Chelford followed by the Egerton arms 
were our chosen destinations. 
 
Now before I go any further I have a confession to make. 
The previous two weeks prior to the visit had been 
exceptionally wet weather and for those not familiar with 
this site, it can prove to be very wet and muddy underfoot. 
Whilst we did choose a comparatively dry route I still 
managed to get my trousers filthy. Robert had kindly given 
me a small notebook to keep a record of the day’s birding 
tally and I duly made a note of all the birds we had as 
group seen that morning before tearing out the two pages 
and returning the notebook to its owner. For safe keeping 
the two pages went into my back pocket and was zipped 
shut to ensure they were not lost. Well I think you can 
guess the rest. Yes you are correct. The dirty trousers went 
straight into the washing machine and yes, along with the 
bird list. Now luckily I have a reasonable memory and my 
recollection was a count of 35 birds seen in the morning. I stand to be corrected. 

 
Having made my confession now onto the report. Our 
first stop was at the head of Lapwing Lane with its 
viewpoint over the largest body of water on the site, 
Acre Nook Pool. Shelduck, Canada Geese, Mallard, 
Tufted Duck, Teal, Little and Great Crested Grebes, 
Cormorant and Pied Wagtail were all seen. A small 
group of about six male Mandarin Ducks was present, 
looking quite stunning in their colourful plumage. By 
contrast the surrounding woodland was still and quiet 
and a distinct lack of movement. 
 

Retracing our steps we followed the Lane, bounded 
on both sides by thick hedges and punctuated by a 
small tree adjacent to the public footpath. There on 
the top of the tree was a group of five Lesser 
Redpoll. It’s not a bird that I come across that often 
so I am always pleased to see them and this group 
were settled feeding high in the top of the tree on 
the crop of Birch seed. Sometimes they are found 
over wintering in mixed flocks along with Siskin and 
the less common Common Redpoll, a winter visitor 
from mainland Northern Europe. I admit I would not 
be able to distinguish the two apart although my Field 
guide tells me that the Common Redpoll is noticeably 
larger and the paler of the two. 
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Moving along the Lane, Tree Sparrows were noisily chattering away in the dense 
hedgerow adjacent to bird feeders in the garden of a farm cottage. There Blue and 
Great Tits were making the most of the available food. It was near opposite here that for 
me we had our best birding. From the Lane a gate opening onto fields afforded 
excellent views across rough pastureland bordered by established hedgerows and small 

thickets of trees. Its these field edges with mixed 
vegetation cover that provide good viewing 
opportunities. In this instance we were not 
disappointed as a flock of birds were finding safety in 
numbers. Redwings, Goldfinches, Chaffinches and 
Blackbirds were all actively feeding whilst in the 
background a lone Buzzard was alternating from 
perching on a low tree branch to feeding on the 
ground. The movement of this group of birds in the 
winter farmland setting provide for me the essence of 
the birdwatching I enjoy. 
 
I would never make a Twitcher. I understand the 

appeal of seeing some rarity to these shores, but 
standing perhaps some considerable time along with a 

large group of well equipped birdwatchers anticipating that tick, holds little appeal for 
me. That small group of Redpolls or the mixed feeding flock providers a pleasurable 
memory that will be with me for some time. 
 
Walking on we cut across to the opposite side of the Lane to a good path flanked by 
young trees that skirted the flooded quarry to a spot that gave an excellent vantage 
point of the whole of lake. 
 

Mute Swan, Canada Geese, Greylag Geese, Teal, 
Tufted Ducks, Wigeon, Mallard, Coots and Great 
Crested Grebe were all present. However in the 
very centre of the water was a black and white 
duck that as soon as I had it in my binoculars it 
dived underwater and disappeared for a 
seemingly long time only to pop up some distance 
from where it went down. It was a beautiful male 
Goldeneye, striking in appearance with its 
distinctive yellow eye and white facial patch. 
Whilst there is a small breeding population of 
resident breeding pairs in the UK they are mainly 

seen in numbers overwinter as migrants from Scandinavia and Eastern Europe. 
 
Time was moving on and heading back to our cars we stopped for a last look over the 
Acre Nook area. From this vantage point we were able to spot a pair of Goosanders that 
we hadn’t seen previously. By the side of the path was a fallen and twisted Canada 
Goose, a sad sight perhaps a victim of flying into an overhead cable. 
 
There were other birds we saw, Black-headed Gulls, Grey Heron, Cormorants, Greater 
Spotted Woodpecker as well as Jackdaws, Magpie and Carrion Crows. There were 
some absences also that we could have expected to see, Wood Pigeons and Fieldfares 
although the later was heard but not seen. 
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My recollection was a bird count of 35 
species…...I stand to be corrected. Please 
let me know what I missed out and I will 
add an addendum to the February 
Newsletter if the Editor allows!! 
 
It was a good morning made all the more 
so by good company. 
 
Next came lunch at the Egerton Arms. For 
the WGBG it was an excellent end to a 
challenging year. Many thanks to Robert 
for setting up the trip and also Annette for 
organising our lunch. 

Photos by Robert D 
 
 
HAPPY 2022 BIRDING EVERYONE. 

STUART M 
 
PS  My New Year Resolution: Always check every pocket, especially zipped trouser 
pockets before putting in the wash.                                                                                                                                          
 
 
MACCLESFIELD RSPB ZOOM MEETINGS 
 
Our fully paid members were able to enjoy the Zoom slide show meetings broadcast by 
the Macclesfield RSPB during the lockdowns of last year and early this year. We have 
been informed that they intend to return to Zoom meetings for January and February of 
this year and have invited WGBG embers to join in again. 
 
Unfortunately we are too late for the January meeting but details of the February 
meeting are as follows… 
 
Tuesday 8th February: Magic in the Wind – Nature Conservation in the Falkland 
Islands by Sacha Cleminson. 
 
Sacha will be talking to us via the Zoom platform directly from the Falkland Islands 
about nature and conservation in the Falkland Islands. The talk will include an 
introduction to the Islands, some of its history which explains how it is today, its wildlife 
and the conservation work that is being undertaken there. 

To participate email Lydia Taylor, the membership secretary, at 
membership@macclesfieldrspb.org.uk stating that you are a member of WGBG and 
giving Lydia permission to use your email address. She will then send a link with joining 
instructions approximately 24 hrs. before the presentation. On the evening of the 
presentation click on the link between 7.15pm and 7.40pm to join the Zoom waiting 
room for admission to the presentation. 
 

 

Pochard 



 
 
 

WEBSITE NEWS 
 
One of our members managed to get away for a Mediterranean cruise to Spain and 
Malta during November last year (lucky him!). As well as birding at local reserves during 
shore visits there was also much birding to be done on the ship. 
 
Read all about it on Peter’s Page on the Group website at 
http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/peter-s-page  
 
 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 18th January at 7:30 pm when the speaker will 
be Paul Hobson with a talk entitled “Coast and Islands”. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
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