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NEWSLETTER   MARCH  2022 
 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (25th March) 
 
Tonight we welcome the return of John Gardener with a talk entitled “The British Isles to 
the Friesian Isles. 
 
John is a full time photographer, having given up the day job in 2006 to follow his 
dream. From an early age he has had an interest in birds and birdwatching and as he 
grew up, travelled widely in search of birds. He always carried a camera to record the 
sightings, but the photography overtook the birdwatching and he eventually became 
semi-professional. 2006 saw him make the break and go full time as a photographer, 
though nowadays most of his work is in the commercial field rather than wildlife. 
However he still enjoys wildlife photography whenever he gets the chance. John last 
visited us in September 2018. 
 
Please join me in welcoming John for what I am sure will be a very entertaining evening. 
 
 
COACH TRIPS 
 
Our next coach trip is on Sunday 24th April to the RSPB Leighton Moss reserve, 
departing from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
This RSPB reserve contains a large reedbed containing bittern, water rail, bearded tits 
and marsh harrier as well as a large selection of ducks. Otters are frequently seen here, 
although mainly in the winter months. A recent feature is a 9-metre tower that gives 
spectacular views over the reedbeds. There are also hides overlooking Morecambe Bay 
where a large variety of waders and wildfowl can be seen. Toilets and a café/restaurant 
are available on-site. There is an entry fee so RSPB members should bring their cards. 

Our final coach trip for the season is on Sunday 8th May to Brandon Marsh reserve 
near Coventry, departing at 7:30am. 

The reserve, run by Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, is situated on the site of former coal-
mining and gravel extraction workings. It is a mixed wetland reserve containing open 
water (10 main pools with 9 hides), reed beds and fringes, wet woodland and willow   



 
 
 

scrub. There is a visitor centre, tearoom and shop. We should see the usual selection of 
water birds and spring migrants. There is an admission charge of £3-50 per person 
(concessions £2-50, members of Wildlife Trust free). We last visited in 2016. 
 
Book your seat for both trips at the desk. Since the trip to Leighton Moss is before our 
April meeting please be sure to book for that trip at tonight’s meeting. 
 
 
WEEKEND AWAY TO NORFOLK  –  25-27 FEBRUARY 2022 
 
Day 1 Frampton Marsh 
Finally, after 2 years of being unable to go away the group set off for our weekend bird 
watching trip to North Norfolk.  After days of heavy rain and storm Eunice the previous 
weekend, there was much relief that good weather was forecast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our first stop was Frampton Marsh RSPB nature reserve this is an area that has a 
variety of fresh and salt water habitats and provides close views of the abundant birdlife 
of The Wash. 
 
The RSPB volunteers welcomed us and gave a resume of what we could expect to see.  
As we were being told there were up to 5000 Golden Plover on the site we were duly 
rewarded with a view of a flock in flight shining in the sunshine. They repeatedly 
performed throughout the day along with lapwings the sight and the noise creating an 
impressive spectacle. 
 
Looking out over the marshes near to the visitor 
centre we were surrounded by bird life there 
were groups of wigeon, a ruff foraging for food, 
skylark, gadwall, shoveller, pochard to name but 
a few. 
 
Stopping at the 360 hide for lunch a kestrel flew 
closely next to the window.  Little stint and ringed 
plover could be seen feeding out on the 
marshes.  A stonechat sat on a post close to the 
hide. 

Golden Plover 

Stonechat 



 
 
 

 
From reedbed hide a female goldeneye and redshank were added to my list of 
sightings. 
We headed off to the sea wall braving the gusty winds on route we met some other 
members of our group who had seen marsh and hen harrier in the distance and a 
spotted redshank on the corner of the marshes. Noisy flocks of Brent Geese flew over, 
Avocets and curlew could be seen across the marsh. From the sea wall the views 
across the marshes and out to the wash were panoramic all enhanced by very bright 
light and clear skies. 

 
Walking back along the track to the visitor 
centre with marshes on either side we 
spotted 4 snipe, their plumage magnified by 
the light.  A flock of pink-footed geese flew 
into the marsh, at the side of us male and 
female pintail could be seen with the naked 
eye just to the side of the path. More large 
flocks of Golden plover could be seen 
gathered together on the ground 
intermittently taking to flight. 
 
At the visitor centre there was a nice spot to 

watch the feeders and enjoy a brew.  Finally our last sight was provided through the 
scope of an RSPB volunteer with a peregrine falcon sitting on the ground surrounded by 
flocks of wigeon. A good end to our first day of bird watching rounded off by a nice meal 
in the hotel. 
 
Day 2 Cley and Holkham 
Some of our members began our second day with an early start to have a look around 
the area near the hotel for any early morning birds.  They were rewarded with a sighting 
of a barn owl flying over the field and eventually flying into the barn owl box that was 
located in the field next to the hotel.  Unfortunately, I missed it by five minutes but never 
mind there was still Sunday morning to have another try!  Flocks of curlew and red-
legged partridge could be seen in fields nearby and brown hares at the top of the field. 
 

After breakfast we set off on the 
coach, members made various 
sightings from the coach including 
Egyptian Goose, brown hares on the 
fields, grey partridge, jackdaws and 
buzzard. 
 
Our first stop was NWT Cley 
Marshes. This was the first Wildlife 
Trust nature reserve in the country 
and has a variety of habitats again 
containing both saltwater and 
freshwater marsh with large areas of 
reedbed and grazing marsh. From 

Snipe & Lapwing 

Cley Marsh reserve 



 
 
 

here we were hoping to see a Red-breasted Goose which had been showing with a 
group of brent geese. 
 
Looking out from Bishops Hide onto the marshes the highlight was the multitude of 
Avocets gracefully pacing through the water there were also teal, shovellers, redshank 
and a ruff could be seen chasing a dunlin. 
   
We then headed up on the East Bank which provided elevated views across the 
marshes from here we could hear a little grebe, had good views of wigeon, mute swans, 
more flocks of golden plover and knot. Along the way someone had spotted a kingfisher 
in the reeds I would never have seen this without being told it was there but once seen 
there was no mistaking it.  Marsh harriers could be seen in the distance to both sides of 
the path. Further along the path we saw ringed plover, little egret, godwit and redshank. 
Other members were lucky enough to see a jack snipe from Cley hide. 
 

On reaching the end of the East bank 
we were informed that the red-breasted 
goose was showing from Beach Road 
on the west side. In order to see it we 
embarked on a strenuous walk along 
the coastal shingle path which was 
difficult under foot but there were 
beautiful views of the beach and 
shoreline. We then headed up the path 
there was no mistaking where the red-
breasted goose was with the view of lots 
of twitchers in the distance, on route a 
red kite flew overhead. On arrival we 
were rewarded with a very close up view 
of the red breasted goose mingled in 
with the other geese. Following this we 

headed back for lunch and to the coach a satisfied group of birders who had literally 
been on a successful “wild goose chase”! 
 

Our next stop was Holkham we headed up 
Lady Anne’s drive with fields of birds on either 
side and flocks of geese. There were excellent 
views of two hares boxing and running through 
the field.  We were able add a fieldfare to the 
list with a very close up view next to the path. 
 
At the end of the path there was the option to 
walk out onto the beach or head down the 
wooded path to a hide.  Some members of the 
group headed to the beach for another quite 
strenuous walk but were rewarded with shore 
larks. Those members that walked to the hide 
were able to add spoonbill to our expanding list.  

Following this we were all glad to get back on the coach for another enjoyable evening 
at the hotel. 

Fieldfare 

Red-breasted Goose 



 
 
 

Day 3 Titchwell 
The last day was all too quickly upon us but to 
begin the day, the majority of the group got up 
early in the hope of seeing the barn owl we only 
had to step out of the hotel and wait on a cold 
but bright morning.  We were not disappointed 
the barn owl flew over the field in the bright 
sunshine giving us all a great view.  Three 
barnacle geese also flew over,  what a treat and 
a happy group of birders returned for our 
breakfast. 
 
After this we visited Titchwell RSPB reserve on 
entering we spent time looking at the feeders 
and saw several birds including brambling, siskin, long-tailed tits, blackbird, chaffinch 
and dunnock.  We then headed up the path leading to the marshes and the beach. 
Along the path we spotted a water rail moving very quickly. Once again the views 
across the marshes were magnificent with brent geese flying overhead, redshanks 
feeding on the banks, turnstone and a grey plover. We headed down to the vast sandy 
beach and from there we saw sanderling, bar-tailed godwit and oystercatchers. 
   

Walking back we went into the hides with 
close up views of the brent geese. The last 
route we took was the Fen trail. In the 
woodlands there were more bramblings 
and bullfinch and some members had 
reported seeing a Siberian chiffchaff.  At 
the end of the path at the hide there were 
very close up views of marsh harriers in 
flight. 
   
Other sightings of interest were a peacock 
butterfly and muntjac deer. 

 
 
After a pleasant few hours at Titchwell we headed back to start our journey home a very 
satisfied group of birdwatchers.  In total we had seen 107 species of birds what a great 
weekend! 
 

Photos by Robert D 
 

ANNETTE R 
 

For more photos from this trip please visit Sandpiper’s Page on the Group website at 
http://www.wgbwcopy.wikidot.com/sandpiper-s-page 
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NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
Our next indoor meeting is on Friday 29th April at 7:15pm (note the early start) and will 
commence with our Annual General Meeting. This is your opportunity to express any 
comments (or complaints) on the way that the Group is run and to make suggestions. 
 
After that our speaker will be Jeff Clarke with a talk entitled “Inspiring Avians”. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
 
 


