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NEWSLETTER   APRIL  2022 
 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (29th April) 
 
Welcome to the final indoor meeting of the 2021-22 season. 
 
Tonight’s meeting will start at 7:15pm with our Annual general meeting. 
 
This is an opportunity for all members to express any comments (or complaints) on the 
running of the Birdwatching Group and make your suggestions. Please make use of it. 

We have included the Chairman’s report in this newsletter (see below). Please be sure 
to read this before attending the AGM as Stuart will not be reading it out at the meeting. 
 
Following the AGM our speaker is Jeff Clarke with a talk entitled “Inspiring Avians”. Jeff 
has been a frequent visitor to the Guild in recent years and is a popular speaker on a 
wide range of subjects related to the natural environment. All his talks are liberally 
sprinkled with humour and anecdotes that guarantees a memorable night for the 
audience. 
 
This talk was originally scheduled for April 2020 but was cancelled due to the Covid 
lockdown. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Jeff for what I am sure will be a very entertaining evening. 

 
 
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT FOR 2021 – 22 

Introduction 

It has been two years since our last AGM, such has been the impact of the Covid 
Pandemic on our programme and the restrictions it has put on all our lives. It meant the 
loss of a number of meetings and field trips. We had hoped that a near normal 
programme could have restarted in the autumn of 2020 but the necessary restrictions 
prevented that occurring. Many thanks to our friends at the Macclesfield RSPB group 
who invited us to join in their online zoom meetings and these were much appreciated 
by those of us who were able to participate. 



 
 
 

With the gradual relaxation of the restrictions, we have been able to get back to a 
normal programme. 

Membership 

As could be expected membership numbers over the last couple of years dropped quite 
considerably with a reluctance of people to participate in travel and group activities. It is 
heartening to see that the numbers have now started to pick up and with some new 
members joining, the attendance at the meetings has been good. 

The same period has also seen changes in the committee. Firstly, Brian D, long 
standing group Chairman announced he was standing down. Also, Chris S the Indoor 
Meeting secretary announced his retirement and it was Julian R who volunteered to pick 
up Chris’s role. This however was not to last long as Julian was appointed to a new job 
in Sussex where he has relocated with his wife and two children. Jenny I stepped in and 
took on Julian’s role passing on her secretary role to Annette R. Jenny has just 
completed finalising the 2022/23 indoor meeting programme. 

Finally, Irene W is standing down as a committee member thus leaving a total of three 
vacancies that need filling on the committee. 

Indoor Meetings 

Indoor meetings were able to resume again in September 2021 and it was good to 
catch up after such a prolonged period. Turnout for the meeting was better than we 
expected but it did mean that the small hall to which we were allocated was crowded 
and for some members was uncomfortable. Following discussions with the Guild we 
have been allocated the large hall for the remaining year’s meetings. 

At the same time, the idea of moving meetings from Friday evening to Thursday was 
considered and membership was surveyed to gauge support for exploring the idea 
further. Of the nineteen members who responded 11 supported and 8 against. As the 
result was so close, it was decided to keep to the Friday. However, the Guild have since 
made the decision to close on a Friday evening and consequently the Bird Group 
meetings for the 2022/2023 season will all be on a Thursday. The Guild have 
allocated new dates, this ensures that the Gardening and Natural History Group 
meetings, with which we share a number of joint members, do not clash. It has also 
been agreed that in subsequent years meetings will take place on a regular first 
Thursday of the month again without clashing with the other groups. 

Field Trips 

The coach trips, which thankfully we have been able to resume again this season, 
remain a popular and favourite part of our programme. Rising costs and the changing 
Covid regulations made it particularly challenging for Steve McGann to manage. 
Concerns about the number of members willing to use group transport were unfounded  
and the introduction of the pre-payment of a flat rate £25 at the time of booking has 
made it easier to plan the coach booking with the certainty that it is financially viable. 

Our car trips were undertaken keeping group sizes to six, socially distanced, difficult to 
maintain, but never the less well attended and all participants pleased to be able to get 
out, meet up, and share some bird watching. 

 

 



 
 
 

Weekend Away 2022 

It was, under the circumstances, touch and go whether it was possible for the group to 
continue with the planned trip to Norfolk. However Barbara P worked her magic and it 
was a group of 26 who set off from the Guild by coach at 7.30 on Friday 25th February 
for two nights away and visiting Frampton Marsh, Cley and Holkham and finally on the 
Sunday, Titchwell RSPB. It was a good weekend with a total of 107 species of birds 
seen.   

Newsletter 

Robert D, our Newsletter editor has kept all members informed of meetings dates and 
times of our activities and field trips. The Field trip reports are always illustrated with 
Robert’s excellent photographs.  Robert is keen to encourage delivery of the newsletter 
by email and so if you are able and not already signed up for this speak to Robert who 
will add you to the list. The Newsletter is open to all to share details of birding 
experiences, local patch sightings and Robert welcomes members’ contributions for 
inclusion. 

Christmas Lunch 

Our last trip of the calendar year was a trip to a rather wet and muddy site at Lapwing 
Lane. We did manage to avoid the worst of the muddy paths and had some good 
sightings before retiring to an excellent lunch at the Egerton Arms, Chelford, arranged 
by Annette R. The meal and meeting up and socialising was a great end to 2021. 

Conclusion 

It has been a challenging two years since our last AGM but I am pleased to say that we 
have been able to adapt to the changing circumstances that Covid has imposed upon 
us all and look forward to getting back to the normal pattern of our activities. 

Whilst membership dipped considerably during our previous twelve months it has now 
steadily started to pick up again and attendance at meeting and field trips is good. The 
future of the group does depend upon new members and so if you have friends or know 
of someone with an interest in birding and you think they may enjoy our meetings bring 
them along, we will welcome them. 

The next season will see us change from Friday to Thursday evening meetings so we 
will monitor how this is accepted, with changing social habits it may well prove to be a 
more popular evening than the Friday. 

Finally, I would say that the group would not be able to function without the committee 
members to plan and manage its activities. There are currently three vacancies and 
anyone who feels they can spare a small amount of time please put yourself forward. If 
you think you can help and would like to know more about what it entails please speak 
to myself or any of the other committee members. 

STUART M 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 

COACH TRIPS 
 
Our final coach trip for the season is on Sunday 8th May to Brandon Marsh reserve 
near Coventry, departing at 7:30am. 

The reserve, run by Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, is situated on the site of former coal-
mining and gravel extraction workings. It is a mixed wetland reserve containing open 
water (10 main pools with 9 hides), reed beds and fringes, wet woodland and willow 
scrub. There is a visitor centre, tearoom and shop. We should see the usual selection of 
water birds and spring migrants. There is an admission charge of £3-50 per person 
(concessions £2-50, members of Wildlife Trust free). We last visited in 2016. 
 
Book your seat for this trip at the desk. 
 
 
SUMMER CAR TRIPS 
 
The Committee proposes to run 2 local car trips over the summer. 

Goyt Valley, Saturday 14th May 

The woodland around Errwood reservoir and the upper Goyt Valley attracts numbers of 
summer migrants such as pied flycatcher, redstart, common sandpiper, tree pipit, and 
cuckoo. The uplands at Danebower hold ring ouzel, wheatear, meadow pipit, dipper, red 
grouse, short-eared owl and hobby. All have been seen on our trips here in recent 
years. 

Meet at “The Street” car park at Errwood reservoir dam (map ref SK 013 757) at 8am. 

Burton Mere Wetlands (Dee Estuary), Wednesday 15th June 

Burton Mere Wetlands straddle the border between England and Wales. Many years of 
hard work have restored reedbeds, fenland and farmland. There are 3 main hides and 
several viewpoints as well as 3 nature trails. Ducks, waders and other water birds can 
be expected here. Summer visitors include the aerobatic hobby and menacing marsh 
harrier. Ducklings are well on their way and are actively feeding. The highlight amongst 
the many warblers is undoubtedly the grasshopper warbler with its distinctive 'reeling' 
song. Western Cattle Egrets have bred here in recent years. Non-breeding regular 
visitors include black-tailed godwits and spotted redshanks. 

RSPB members should remember to bring their card; otherwise there is a £5 entrance 
fee (£3 concessions). 

Meet at the reserve main car park at 9:30am. Burton Mere Wetlands is off the A540 
(Chester High Road) and just 10 minutes from the M56. Look out for the brown 
signposts on the A540. Otherwise turn down Puddington Lane - the reserve entrance is 
just outside Burton village near to Bishop Wilson Primary School. The post code for sat-
navs is CH64 5SF. 

We may move to the nearby Denhall Lane later in the afternoon. 

 



 
 
 

COACH TRIP TO OLD MOOR & IDLE VALLEY – 13th MARCH 2022 

Departing Wilmslow at 7.30, our coach travelled along the M62 towards Old Moor 
RSPB. The skies to the east were grey and threatening, though much to the relief all 23 
on board the rains held off and  the sun broke through. Our driver, Mustafa, timed our 
arrival impeccably, pulling up dead on 9.30 just as the reserve gates were opened and 
where a volunteer warden was on hand to give us a briefing on the latest sightings and 
the new reserve layout. The paths to the east had been re routed and recent lottery 
funding had been used to try and restore habitat damage following some serious 
flooding in recent years. 

The feeders and bushes around the visitor centre proved to be productive for smaller 
birds: Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Chaffinch and Bullfinch were seen along with Brambling 
and a single Lesser Redpoll. We soon added Blue and Great Tits along with Reed 
Bunting before I joined a smaller group who set off to explore the path out to the west 
along the reed beds. 

Before reaching the first hide, from a viewpoint overlooking the reed bed we had our 
first view of a female Marsh Harrier: its creamy head shining in the sunlight, and above 
the woodland 3 or 4 Buzzards circled the skies. The lakes themselves held a good 
variety of ducks and we soon added Great Crested and Little Grebe. The reported 
Black-necked Grebes were sought in vain and we later discovered they were on the 
Adwick Washlands some 2 miles to the east of Old Moor. 

Not unsurprisingly there was no sighting of the Bittern from the Bittern hide. The warden 
had raised our hopes in his briefing by informing us he had heard the Booming Bittern 
just before our arrival and indeed later we met a local photographer who had caught a 
quick glimpse. 

We retraced our steps back to the visitor centre and reflected on the loss of the tree 
sparrows that the warden had mentioned. Indeed checking back on the trip report from 
our last visit, which was on exactly the same day in March 2016, we had recorded good 
numbers of Tree Sparrow and Yellowhammer both sadly absent today. 

We followed the paths out towards the main hides with views over the mere and wader 
scrapes where we observed a good variety of duck: Tufted, Shoveler, Teal, Wigeon, 
Pochard and Goldeneye along with Gadwall which I would say were the most 
numerous. 

There were good numbers of  Lapwing and a solitary Redshank to add to our list and 
from the Wath Ings hide we spotted a Goosander on the bank. The dominant birds on 
the mere were the very vocal Black-headed Gulls and after a somewhat half hearted 
search for a possible Mediterranean Gull amongst them we concluded they must have 
been sighted in one of the outlying parts of the reserve. As we left the final hide a 
chiffchaff was singing, clearly audible above the cacophony from the gulls. 

After an enjoyable morning we departed at 12.45 to enjoy our packed lunches during 
the short transfer to the Idle Valley reserve. 

Idle Valley is run by the Nottinghamshire Wildlife trust, a totally new venue for the group 
and indeed everyone on board. The reserve consists of a 375 hectare network of lakes, 
wetland, grassland and scrub and is also the site of a beaver re introduction scheme, 
with 8 beavers including 4 kits being released in 2021. 



 
 
 

We were greeted by a lady who ran the cafe who was rather alarmed by the sight of the 
coach. When we assured her we had all just eaten and were not about to order Sunday 
lunch, she calmed down. The visitor centre overlooked Bellmore Lake and although 
there was no warden in evidence we were able to download reserve maps via a Q code 
to our phones. There was a path around the lake and a further path followed the Idle 
River through woodland and out towards some further wetland areas. 

Bellmoor Lake proved very rewarding: we 
viewed Goldeneye, Shoveler, Tufted and 
Shelduck but the highlight was a 
magnificent Red-crested Pochard. As well 
as Canada and Greylag Geese, a single 
Egyptian Goose gave us good views. 

I joined a small group who set off along the 
river, enjoying the sunshine and early spring 
blossoms on the Blackthorn, a peaceful path 
with very few other members of the public. 
The woodland was still rather quiet, certainly 
lots of habitat for migrants and warblers 

arriving later in the season. Today there were chiffchaffs singing  every few hundred 
yards. One eventually obliged and sang for us in full view. The hoped for fly past from a 
kingfisher failed to materialise though some members back at the lake did spot one as it 
circled the island. 

Time was pressing on and checking our downloaded maps we realised we would have 
to step up the pace if we had any chance of reaching the Chainbridge Lakes and 
Scrapes. As our leisurely stroll turned into a route march and the sweat trickled down 
my neck, I reflected on the irony: this was a riverside walk anything but Idle! 

We just about reached the southern end of the first lake before admitting defeat as the 
bank was rather overgrown and views restricted. A Kestrel flew overhead and a couple 
of shoveler were seen. 

On our return to the coach for a 4.30 departure we added Siskin and Song Thrush. 

We shall have to explore the possibility of coach access for dropping us off nearer the 
Chainbridge end of the reserve and walking back to the Bellmore Lake visitor centre in a 
future visit and making it an April or May date. 

All in all, a very enjoyable day’s birding: the species tally was 61. 

STEVE M 
 
GARDEN BIRD SURVEY 2021-22 
 
Will those members who have completed their forms please return them after our April 
meeting. 

Jenny will collect forms at the April meeting, or you can send them to me electronically 
or through the post. 

BARBARA P 

 

Red-crested Pochard 



 
 
 

A VISIT TO DUNHAM MASSEY 
 
I try to make a trip to Dunham Massey (near Altrincham) each year in the early spring, 
usually about the end of April or early May before there are too many leaves on the 
trees. In recent years Dunham Massey has proved to be a reliable site for green 
woodpecker. This is an account of my visit there in April 2021. 
 
The main attraction here for me is the 
parkland, pedestrian access to which 
is free. There is also the main house 
and gardens but these require an 
entrance fee. Dunham Massey is run 
by the National Trust. Trust members 
can access all areas for free but there 
is a car park charge for non-members 
(usually about £8). 
 
In the parkland area there are many 
paths to take both through the open 
parkland and various wooded areas. A 
large central area is designated as the 
deer sanctuary (there are fallow deer 
here) which is off-limits to visitors. However the deer are just as often found in the public 
areas affording very close views. 
 
During the visit last year I had just started the usual walk round the perimeter trail when 
there was a flash of green just about 50 feet to the right as a green woodpecker flew 
past. Instant success this year. Sometimes they can be tricky to see, especially if they 
are in the deer sanctuary, with only calls being heard. Fortunately this one didn’t go very 
far before dropping to the ground and started digging around in the grassy mounds. The 
bird stayed in full view for a minute or two until some other walkers came round the path 
and disturbed it and it flew off. 
 

Great spotted woodpeckers are 
also often seen or heard here 
(usually in the wooded areas) as 
well as other woodland birds such 
as nuthatches and treecreepers. 
 
There are always a phenomenal 
number of jackdaws around the 
park and at this time of year and 
they are busy nesting. They seem 
to like collecting deer hair to line 
their nests and don’t necessarily 
wait until it has fallen off the deer 
as this enterprising jackdaw 

demonstrates. The deer didn’t seem to mind too much. 
 



 
 
 

While having lunch on a bench there 
was a familiar squawking sound from 
overhead which I managed to trace to a 
pair of rose-ringed (ring-necked) 
parakeets. They have been present in 
the south Manchester area for many 
years and Wilmslow residents may be 
aware of the fact that they appear to 
have colonised that area as well. Looks 
like they may also be spreading into the 
Dunham Massey area. Eventually the 
birds landed in a tree inside the 
sanctuary area but I was still able to get 
some photos. Another green bird to look 
out for at Dunham Massey in the future. 

 
ROBERT D 

 
WEEKEND AWAY TO SOMERSET LEVELS 
 
The committee proposes to run a weekend coach trip to Somerset Levels, calling in at 
Slimbridge on the way down, for 24-26th February 2023. Full information and booking 
forms will be available at the September meeting, with bookings taken at the September 
and October meetings. 
 
 
NEXT SEASON 
 
Our first indoor meeting of the 2022-23 season will be on Thursday 1st September at 
7:30pm when our speaker will be Ian Newton with a talk entitled “The Lower Rio Grande 
Valley, Texas” 
 
The first coach trip of the season will be to Saltholme reserve near Middlesborough on 
Sunday 16th October departing from the Guild at 7:30am. 
 
Hope to see you all then. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 
 


